60.13 – Waiver of Competitive Bid Process (formerly Sole Source Procurements)
Last updated August 24, 2005
A. General. Purchases shall be administered in a manner that provides maximum practicable open and free competition appropriate to the type of product or service to be provided.  
A requirement for a particular proprietary item does not justify a sole source purchase if there is more than one potential source for that item.
 The following are examples of circumstances that may justify waiving the competitive bid process: 

· Spare parts or replacement parts for existing equipment where proprietary items can only be acquired from the manufacturer or from a single distributor. 
· Property rights of a company for an item or service that make a mandatory critical feature non-competitive.
· Routine expenses such as utility charges.
 

· Compatibility of equipment or accessories is the paramount consideration. 

· Equipment is experimental or developmental . 

B. Procedure. The determination to waive the competitive bid process may be made only by the Director of Contracts and Purchasing Services. Any request by a unit to restrict a purchase to one potential supplier must be accompanied by an explanation as to why no other item is suitable or that no other vendors exist to meet the need. [See sample form].   
C. Information. Purchasing Services shall conduct negotiations, as appropriate, to determine price, availability, and terms. For further information on the process to waive competitive bidding, call Purchasing Services at (208) 885-6116. 


�these don't seem to be "purchases" that could ever be bid; therefore, it seems unnecessary to say that the  competitive bid process can be waived.





