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Palouse Basin Aquifer Committee (PBAC) Fact Sheet 
 
Mission 

• To ensure a long-term, quality water supply for the Palouse Basin region. 
 
Committee Role 

• The primary role of PBAC is to encourage the pumping entities to implement the 
Ground Water Management Plan. 

 
Committee Structure 

• PBAC consists of representatives from Moscow, Pullman and Colfax, Latah and 
Whitman counties, UI and WSU.  In addition, the City of Palouse provides financial 
support but is not a PBAC member.  The general makeup of the Committee is such that 
each entity is represented by a technical person and an elected or administrative official.  
The Committee has been in place in various forms since 1967, and since 1992 has been 
recognized by the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) and the Washington 
Department of Ecology (WDOE) as the entity responsible for the administration of the 
basin’s ground water resources. 

• A PBAC Citizens Advisory Group (CAG) was formed in 2005 to enhance the overall 
management of the aquifer system through dialog among a broader range of interested 
parties and to develop recommendations for consideration by PBAC.  

• The Committee is funded through assessments to the member entities.  For the current 
fiscal year (7/1/08 through 6/30/09), assessments are: 
 

  Ops/Admin Research Total 
Moscow $20,000 $20,000 $40,000 
Pullman $20,000 $20,000 $40,000 

Colfax $5,000   $5,000 
Palouse $1,500  $1,500 

Latah County $5,000   $5,000 
Whitman County $5,000   $5,000 

University of Idaho $20,000 $20,000 $40,000 
Washington State University $20,000 $20,000 $40,000 

Total $95,000 $80,000 $176,500 
 

Research Projects 
• PBAC is currently funding research projects involving shallow and deep aquifer testing, 

and maintains a network of water level monitoring instruments throughout the Palouse 
Basin.   
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PBAC Representatives 
 

Rob Corcoran (WSU) robcorcoran@wsu.edu 509-335-9018 
Art Garro (Pullman) art.garro@pullman-wa.gov 509-338-3328 
Mike Holthaus (UI) mikeh@uidaho.edu 208-885-6288 
Paul Kimmell (Latah Co.) paul.kimmell@avistacorp.com 208-882-2316 
Joe Kline (UI) jkline@uidaho.edu 208-885-0141 
Michael Largent (Witman Co.)    commissioners@co.whitman.wa.us   509-397-5240 
Mike Leonas (WSU) mlleonas@wsu.edu 509-335-5527 
Les MacDonald (Moscow) lmacdonald@ci.moscow.id.us 208-883-7028   
Andy Rogers (Colfax) arogers@ci.colfax.wa.us 509-397-4606 
Tom Scallorn (Moscow) tscallorn@ci.moscow.id.us 208-883-7107 
Walter Steed (Moscow) wmsteed@aol.com 208-883-0123 
Mark Storey (Whitman Co.) marks@co.whitman.wa.us 509-387-4622 
Tom Stroschein (Latah Co.) bocc@latah.id.us 208-883-2275 
Carl Thompson (Colfax) cthompson@ci.colfax.wa.us 509-397-3861 
Barney Waldrop (Pullman) cbrlwaldrop@pullman.com 509-332-2675 
Mark Workman (Pullman) mark.workman@pullman-wa.gov 509-338-3222 
 
Ex Officio Representatives 
Guy Gregory (ECY) ggre461@ecy.wa.gov 509-329-3509 
Bob Haynes (IDWR) bob.haynes@idwr.idaho.gov 208-769-1450 
 
Staff 
Steve Robischon stever@uidaho.edu 208-885-6429 

 
CAG Representatives 
 

Dan Boone  boones@hughes.net 509-334-3905 
Ree Brannon bran4636@vandals.uidaho.edu  
Michael Echanove  echanove@palouse.com 509-878-1479 
George Grader georgeo.g@gmail.com 
Jerry Fairley jfairley@uidaho.edu 208-885-9259 
Mark Loaiza  mark@tidaho.com 208-882-9500 
Jim Mital jmital@moscow.com 208-882-5138 
Joe Spoonemore  spooncoug@pullman.com 509-332-8698 
Julie Titone jtitone@wsu.edu 509-335-6850 
Susan R. Wilson sw2@moscow.com 208-882-8060 

 
Ex Officio Representatives 
Michael McVay (IDWR) michael.mcvay@idwr.idaho.gov 208-287-4840  
Keith Stoffel (ECY) ksto461@ecy.wa.gov 509-329-3529 


