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August 20, 2009 Meeting Minutes 

 
Pullman City Hall, East End (Large) Conference Room 

Attendance 
 

 UI: Michael Holthaus,  
  Water Systems Manager 

X WSU: Mike Leonas (Vice-Chair), 
Project Manager, Capital Planning & Dev. 

 UI: Joe Kline,  
  Director, Utilities and Engineering  

X WSU: Rob Corcoran, 
Asst Dir, Arch, Engr & Const Services 

X Moscow: Tom Scallorn,  
  Water Dept Superintendent 

X Pullman: Mark Workman,  
Director of Public Works 

X Moscow: Walter Steed,  
  City Council Member 

 
 

Pullman: Art Garro, 
Maintenance & Operations Superintendent 

 Moscow: Les MacDonald,  
  Director of Public Works 

X Pullman: Barney Waldrop, 
City Council Member 

X 
 

Latah County: Paul Kimmell 
(Chair), County Representative 

 Whitman County: Mark Storey, 
Director of Public Works 

 Latah County: Tom Stroschein,  
  County Commissioner 

 Whitman County: Michael Largent, 
County Commissioner 

 Colfax: Carl Thompson,  
  City Administrator 

 Colfax: Andy Rogers,  
   Public Works Supervisor  

 
Visitors and Others 

Bob Haynes, IDWR; Guy Gregory, WDOE; Robin Nimmer, Terragraphics; Mandie 
MacDonald, Landau Associates; Max Birdsell, Golder Associates; Joe Foote, CH2M 
Hill; Steve Robischon, PBAC 

 
Call to Order 

 

Paul Kimmell, PBAC Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:05 PM.   
 

1) Approval of the July 16, 2009 Meeting Minutes 

 

Draft July minutes were approved by consensus. 
 

2) Presentations – None Scheduled  

 

 

3) Unfinished Business -  

 
No unfinished business was discussed 
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4) New Business – 

 

 Framework Project – Selection Subcommittee 
Five PBAC members (Kimmell, Leonas, Workman, Scallorn, Corcoran) volunteered to 
serve on the selection subcommittee.  Gregory indicated he would attempt to secure 
WDOE participation.  Gregory also noted that although funding is in place for this fiscal 
year, there are no guarantees about the availability of any funding which may remain in 
the second year of the biennium.  The committee passed a motion enabling the 
subcommittee to make a selection recommendation to the Palouse Conservation District 
without full PBAC approval so contract negotiations can begin as soon as possible. 
Project proposals are due August 28, at which point copies will be distributed to selection 
subcommittee members for evaluation. 
 

5) PBAC Projects Progress Report – 

 

Robischon displayed copies of a 2009 letter from PBAC to IWRRI requesting 
continuation of the $3,500 annual fee in lieu of project indirect charges agreement, and a 
1994 letter documenting the original agreement.  The two new projects scheduled to 
begin this month have been submitted to the Office of Sponsored Programs at UI for 
processing, assuming the agreement will be continued.  Robischon noted that Director 
Tracy of IWRRI has indicated he would like to discuss transferring financial 
administration of PBAC projects from IWRRI to UI Facilities.  
 

6) Citizens Advisory Group Report   

 
Robischon reported that the CAG did not meet in August.  The next meeting is scheduled 
for September 10. 
  

7) Budget Report 

 

Robischon displayed the latest update to the budget.  Invoices were sent to the entities 
July 28.  Payments have been received from the cities of Palouse and Colfax. 

 
8) Other Reports and Announcements –  

 

PBAC/WoW Water Resource Visioning Tool (modeling) Project Workshop 

PBAC attendees (Steed, Workman, Corcoran, Scallorn) at the August 14 workshop 
reported topics discussed included the new dual storativity model, scenarios to be built, 
and per capita water use (related to the per capita discussion - Kimmel distributed copies 
of a memo from Moscow Community Development director Belknap to Mayor Chaney).  
The next workshop is scheduled for September 10 (Jack’s Creek, 11:00 – 1:00).   
 

Pullman/WSU Wastewater Reclamation Project  

Workman reported contracting activities with JUB Engineers are proceeding.   Project 
tasks include updating a pre-design plan to enable eligibility for potential future federal 
stimulus or WA State funding and habitat restoration on the stream banks of the South 
Fork of the Palouse River north of Pullman. 
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Moscow Comprehensive Water System Plan 

Scallorn reported a contract with HDR has been signed.  The estimated project term is 
approximately one year.   
 

Moscow Surface Water Storage Feasibility Project 

Scallorn reported Terragraphics has been chosen to conduct the study, and the parties are 
currently working to define the contract scope. 
 
Water Summit Planning  

Kimmell reported the afternoon agenda is firming up.  Donations to date are somewhat 
sluggish.   
 
Other 

Robischon displayed an email indicating Mimi Wainwright has left WDOE, and Rusty 
Post will be assuming her watershed planning duties.  In the interim, Gregory indicated 
he will handle the administration of the Framework project grant.  Gregory also noted 
that budget issues in Washington have forced WDOE to cut back on resources. 
 
Workman reported bids have been opened on a project to construct the wellhouse for 
Pullman Well #8.  The apparent low bid was $1.183 million dollars.    
  
Waldrop asked about recharge to the Wanapum associated with increased pumping.  
Robischon displayed a graph indicating Wanapum water levels have declined with 
increased pumping, and noted no conclusions have yet been drawn from the data about 
the effectiveness of increased pumping during high flow periods.   
 
Leonas reported a draft fecal coliform TMDL document for the South Fork of the Palouse 
River is available on the WDOE web site, and a public meeting will be held August 27.  
 

9) Next Meeting –  
 
 The next meeting is scheduled for September 17 in Moscow. 
 

10) Adjournment - 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 PM. 
 

 

Submitted for review and approved at the September 17, 2009 PBAC meeting, 

 

Steve Robischon, Executive Manager 






