President’s Athletics Advisory Council (PAAC)

February 27, 2006

Panorama Room, Commons,  4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Members present:  Carl Hunt (Chair), Barbara Bull, Alton Campbell, Annette Folwell, Bruce Pitman, Rob Spear, Maureen Taylor, John Wallace.  Andy Neukranz-Butler was present as an invited quest.

Procedures for hiring coaches.    Hunt informed the group that he had invited Andy Neukranz-Butler to the meeting to address concerns across campus regarding procedures that were followed for the recent hiring of football coach Dennis Erickson, and athletic coaches in general.  Andy began by indicating that she has received more support from the UI Athletic Department than other institutions she has been, including the University of Illinois.  She indicated that she was contacted by President White on the Friday before the Monday that Nick Holt’s resignation was announced.  He did not ask for a waiver of hiring procedure, although she has often awarded waivers.  Rather, he asked that an expedited search be initiated.  A screening committee was formed of Spear and three former Vandal players.  Not every detail was entered into ATS at the time but those details will be entered.  Hunt, as Faculty Athletic Representative, was given the opportunity to be involved in the hiring process.  Effectively the search that occurred was a typical search with the exception that it occurred in an expedited manner.  Andy, and others on the Council, pointed out that coaching positions for major sports are quite publicly known and therefore do not require formal announcements when vacancies occur.  Spear indicated that he contacted the “Black Coaches Association” and complied with their requirements; our process performed well on their scorecard except that there was not a minority on the screening committee.  One of the four candidates interviewed was a minority.  Andy concluded by stating, “  -- the process was followed.”
Student Athlete Eligibility Staff Member in the Registrar’s Office.  Hunt announcement that Spear, Nancy Krogh, Kathe Gabel and Hunt met with President White in early February to explain the need for a dedicated staff person in the Registrar’s office to work with and certify academic eligibility of student athletes.  Council members were informed that President White was appreciative of this need and agreed to open a new position in the Registrar’s office for this purpose.  Spear and Wallace reiterated to Council members that this was a very important position to protect the student athletes from unintended ineligibility situations and to establish a higher standard of institutional control of athletics at the UI.
Membership on the Council.  Hunt presented a current Council membership listed and a proposed revised membership list.  He indicated that his at-large position would need to be filled as he is currently serving on the Council as the Faculty Athletic Representative.  Discussion ensued about strategies to get student athlete representatives to attend meetings.  Maureen will help encourage attendance and will work with the Student Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) to encourage their representation on PAAC.  Maureen will also help to arrange a joint meeting of SAAC and PAAC.  Hunt also indicated a need to officially add the Director of Compliance to the PAAC membership (Dee Menzies was previously on the Council as both the Compliance Director and the Senior Women’s Administrator).  Hunt will solicit a vote on this issue by email.
New Business.  Folwell asked how the Athletic Department was interfaced with various other academic support groups on campus (such as Tutoring and Academic Assistance and Disability Support Services).  Discussion followed that indicated a need to improve coordination of student athlete special academic needs with these assistance programs.
Spear indicated that members of PAAC need to be informed of the new strategic plan that has been forwarded by WAC and discuss how the UI will meet the goals set by WAC in this plan. 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:05 PM.
Minutes submitted by Carl Hunt, Faculty Athletic Representative

