President’s Athletics Advisory Council (PAAC)

Wednesday, February 23, 2005

Niccolls Conference room, 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Participants:  Alton Campbell, Dan Davenport, Kathe Gabel, Carl Hunt, Marla Kraut, Roger Korus, Dee Menzies, Russell Miller, Bob Rinker, Kirk Trigsted, and Rob Spear

1.
Introduction of members and guests

Russell Miller, faculty member from the College of Law, was welcomed to his first meeting.  K. Gabel reviewed the procedure for appointed positions.

a. Current procedure for appointed positions

i. President sends letter to the College Deans requesting a list of interested persons

ii. Deans submit list of names

iii. President makes choice and invites member

2.
Future AAC meetings

K. Gabel requested availability of meeting times for the rest of Spring semester.  The first Wednesday of each month is not available.  Potential days include April 13th and May 10th.  Concern was expressed that our meeting time may not work for the Student Athlete members.  Council members are encouraged to review the Athletics Certification report on the web, so input can be provided to the Certification committee.  

B. Rinker, representative from Faculty Council, joined the meeting and was introduced to the group.

3.
Update of the NCAA Certification process for UI Athletics

D. Davenport provided an update of the NCAA Certification process for UI Athletics.  The process began in September 2004 and the last time, we completed the process was in 1997.  This is a review of the institution, not specifically of the Athletic Department.  There were three basic committees:  Governance & Commitment to Rules Compliance, Academic Integrity, and Equity & Student Athlete Welfare.  Members on the committees include student athletes, staff, faculty, administrators, and representatives from Athletics.  In November 2005, we will have a site-visit with NCAA staff and in January, the NCAA will provide us with a final report and approval.  Jerry Adams is the writer for the project.  All reports are web-based.  On March 25, the draft reports will be distributed to the University community with a response deadline of April 22nd.   The report is a response to specific questions listed by the NCAA.  Website:  www.ncaa-cert.uidaho.edu

The majority of the report deals mainly with students.  On the website, there is a written plan for the procedure and everyone is encouraged to review the report.

4.
Update about APRs 
The APR is the Academic Progress Rate, which is a rate that tracks the actual academic progress of a student-athlete.  D. Menzies reported UI’s scores:  953 for APR , a score of 968 for eligibility – graduate rate, and 938 for retention rate.  The APR is a 4 point system:  A student athlete earns 2 points every semester - 1 point for eligibility, 1 point for retention.   The maximum score is 4 points.  The NCAA cut-line is 925, which is a statistically probable rate of a 50% graduation rate.   Council members were provided with copies of team performance and a comparison with other Division 1 schools.  UI ranked high when compared to other schools.  NCAA is working out the bugs with the system, e.g. track rating.  This year, no penalties will be applied, but will be in the future.  Penalties may include lost scholarships and monetary fines.  Scores from each team is compared to similar sports, not University versus University.  This report will be released to the media next week.  After more review of the forms, D. Menzies answered several questions from Council members.

5.
Issues with UVTF recommendations

K. Gabel reported her meeting with the Faculty Council and President during which the UVTF recommendation of increased transparency for Athletics was discussed.  Thanks were offered to B. Rinker for his willingness to serve on the AAC, even though this will be his last year on Faculty Council.  He suggested that the Faculty Council Vice Chair (Committee on Committees) recommend two or three Faculty Council members who could serve on the AAC to the President.  After more discussion and questions, the AAC members generally accepted this.  

Related to increased transparency of athletes, a webpage was recommended.  Suggestions from the President included:

· Change name of AAC to President’s Athletics Advisory Council (PAAC)

· Include description of council, purpose, and reporting structure on first page

· Link to three locations:  President’s page, Faculty Council, and Athletics

Different sports could be used at the webpage header to illustrate the student-athletes.  

Next meeting will cover certification topics, invitation of coaches and SAAC representatives. 

Meeting adjourned 5:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathe A. Gabel, Faculty Athletics Representative
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