
 
 
 

GENERAL POLICY REPORT #44 
March 6, 2009 

 
The items listed below will be considered to have the necessary faculty approval unless a petition 
requesting further consideration of them is signed by five faculty members and submitted to the chair of 
the Faculty Council within 14 calendar days after the March 6, 2009, date of circulation. As a rule, if no 
petition is received within 14 days, or by March 20, 2009, the report would be submitted to the president 
for approval and transmittal to the regents, if regents' action is required. If a petition is received, the report 
will be referred to the Faculty Council. On referred items, Faculty Council may: (1) affirm the action and 
report it to a meeting of the university faculty, (2) amend the action and report it to a meeting of the 
university faculty, or (3) rescind the action.   
 
The following items are presented in the policy report that begins immediately below: 

 
UCC Catalog Changes: 

 
FC-09-034:  UCC-09-069 – Merge Depts. of Chemical Engr. and Material Science & Engr. 

together into new dept 
FC-09-035:  UCC-09-070 – Drop Certificate in Advanced Materials Design 
FC-09-036:  UCC-09-071 – Drop M.N.S. in Biology 
FC-09-037:  UCC-09-072 – Drop M.A.T. in Chemistry 
FC-09-038:  UCC-09-073 – Drop M.A.T. in Earth Science 
FC-09-039:  UCC-09-074 – Drop M.A.T. in Geography 
FC-09-040:  UCC-09-075 – Drop M.A.T. in Physics 
FC-09-041:  UCC-09-076 – Drop M.A.T. in Spanish 
FC-09-042:  UCC-09-077 – Drop M.A.T. in French 
FC-09-043:  UCC-09-078 – Drop M.A.T. in German 
FC-09-044:  UCC-09-079 – Drop M.A.T. in History 
FC-09-045:  UCC-09-081 – Drop B.S.Tech. & Technology Training and Development at 

Moscow campus only 
FC-09-046:  UCC-09-082 – Drop Ed.S.Ed. in Education 
FC-09-047:  UCC-09-083 – Drop Ed.S.Couns.-Hum.Serv. in Counseling and Human Services 
FC-09-048:  UCC-09-084 – Drop Ed.S.Sp.Ed. in Special Education 
FC-09-049:  UCC-09-085 – Drop M.S. in Professional-Technical and Technology Education 
FC-09-050:  UCC-09-086 – Drop M.S. in Educational Leadership 
FC-09-051:  UCC-09-087 – Drop M.S. in Curriculum and Instruction 
FC-09-052:  UCC-09-089 – Drop M.S. in Special Education 
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IDAHO STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ACADEMIC/PROFESSIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

NOTICE OF INTENT 
To initiate a 

New, Expanded, Cooperative, Discontinued, program component or Off-Campus Instructional 
Program or Instructional/Research Unit 

 

Institution Submitting Proposal: University of Idaho 
Name of College, School, or Division: College of Engineering 

Name of Department(s) or Area(s):  Chemical Engineering and 
Materials Science & Engineering 

 
Indicate if this Notice of Intent (NOI) is for an Academic or Professional Technical Program 

Academic X Professional - Technical  
 
This is a New, Expanded, Cooperative, Contract, or Off-Campus Instructional Program, or 
Administrative/Research Unit (circle one) leading to: 
Consolidate the Departments of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science & Engineering 
into the Department of Chemical and Materials Engineering 

(Degree or Certificate) 
 
Proposed Starting Date: July 1, 2009 

 
For New Programs:  For Other Activity: 
    
    
Program (i.e., degree) Title & CIP 2000   Program Component (major/minor/option/emphasis) 
    
   Off-Campus Activity/Resident Center 
    
   Instructional/Research Unit 
    
   Addition/Expansion 
    
  X Discontinuance/consolidation 
    
   Contract Program 
    
   Other 

 
Dean’s signature on file  2/4/09 
Donald M. Blackketter, Dean  (UI) Date  VP Research & Graduate Studies Date 
     

Chief Fiscal Officer (Institution) Date  State Administrator, SDPTE Date 
     

Chief Academic Officer (Institution) Date  Chief Academic Officer, OSBE Date 
     

President Date  SBOE/OSBE Approval Date 
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Before completing this form, refer to Board Policy Section III.G., Program Approval and 
Discontinuance. 
 
1. Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or 

certificate) or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing 
program or option).  

 
This request is to consolidate the Departments of Chemical Engineering (ChE) and Materials Science & 
Engineering (MSE) into one academic unit under the name “Chemical and Materials Engineering” (ChME).  
The new department of ChME will administer two separate, stand-alone degrees, Chemical Engineering and 
Materials Science & Engineering. 

  
2. Provide a statement of need for program or a program modification.  Include student and state 

need, demand, and employment potential.  Attach a Scope and Sequence, SDPTE Form 
Attachment B, for professional-technical education requests.  (Use additional sheets if 
necessary.). 

 
The need for both chemical and materials engineers is demonstrated by the fact that graduates of these two 
programs at the University of Idaho are aggressively recruited by industry and are employed upon 
graduation or immediately thereafter.  The consolidation requested herein has the potential to strengthen 
the academic programs in both disciplines, and to benefit the students, the employers of the graduates, and 
the College of Engineering. 
 
This consolidation will be beneficial to the College of Engineering from two standpoints:  administrative 
efficiency and academic/research collaboration.  With a combined student enrollment of just over 150 
students (see item 4 below), nine faculty (seven in ChE and two in MSE), one adjunct MSE faculty in 
Moscow, and another three faculty in Idaho Falls, the Departments of Chemical Engineering and Materials 
Science & Engineering are currently the two smallest programs in the College of Engineering.  Both 
programs have chairs on fiscal year appointments and both have administrative staff support.  By combining 
these programs into one administrative unit, one chair position can be eliminated.  This consolidation will not 
displace current personnel as the chair of MSE retired at the end of the 2007 fall semester and the chair of 
Chemical Engineering has been the acting chair of MSE since then.  Consolidation of these programs at this 
time will result in minimal disruption or displacement of current personnel. 
 
The second, and most important, reason for bringing the two programs together under single management 
is that the academic and research foci of the two disciplines are merging.  While metals and metal alloys are 
still important, materials engineering is moving beyond these to ceramics, polymers, biomaterials, plastics, 
composites, etc.  Also, while pulp and production and petroleum refining and processing remain important 
areas of Chemical Engineering, current efforts in this discipline are focusing more on processes and 
materials for use in the computer chip industries, nuclear power production and synthetic materials 
industries.  Both chemical engineering and material engineering currently have a strong interest in nano 
materials and their application.   
 
These similarities offer an opportunity to consolidate some of the coursework in the two programs.  Also, the 
physics department has indicated an interest in working with these two programs to cover some of the 
coursework relating to materials.  Additionally, initial discussions with Washington State University relative to 
collaboration on undergraduate technical electives and graduate courses have been very encouraging.  We 
expect to maintain acceptable undergraduate and graduate programs that offer significant growth potential 
with the eventual replacement of the two faculty positions in MSE.  It should be noted that these programs 
are the highest priority for position replacement. 
 
While the basic subject matter of the undergraduate programs in chemical engineering and materials 
engineering are not expected to change significantly, the graduate programs and research efforts of both 
programs could be significantly enhanced by the merger of the faculties.  Recent hires have been made in 
both Chemical Engineering and Materials Sciences & Engineering.  At least three faculty members in 
Chemical Engineering are currently of retirement age.  Judicious selection of new faculty in both programs 
will result in strong graduate and research enterprises in both Chemical Engineering and in Materials 
Science & Engineering.   
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3. Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, 

professional societies, licensing boards, etc.). 
 
The College of Engineering maintains rigorous planning, assessment and evaluation processes to ensure 
that its programs meet the needs of its constituents and maintain quality.  Both programs have advisory 
boards drawn from constituent industries that assist in setting educational objectives for the programs.  
Additionally, each program has established student learning outcomes that are designed to support the 
educational objectives.  Finally, each program has in place an assessment process that demonstrates the 
degree to which the learning outcomes are met.  Results of the assessment are used for program evaluation 
and improvement.  At the undergraduate level this effort is required to maintain accreditation through the 
Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET).  The Chemical Engineering program has been 
continuously accredited by the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) since 1950.  
The Materials Science and Engineering program was reviewed for the first time in October 2007 and 
received full accreditation.  The College of Engineering expects all of its degree programs to maintain ABET 
accreditation and to maintain rigorous assessment and evaluation processes to demonstrate the quality of 
the undergraduate programs.   
 
ABET does not normally accredit graduate programs.  However, the University of Idaho is accredited by the 
Northwest Council of Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) and all programs, undergraduate and graduate, 
are periodically reviewed by this organization.  The University of Idaho has instituted a rigorous process for 
identifying and assessing learning outcomes in all academic programs at the university.  The graduate 
programs in Chemical Engineering and Materials Science & Engineering, along with all other graduate 
engineering programs, are expected to comply with this university mandate and to use the results for 
continuous quality improvement. 

  
4. Identify similar programs offered within the state of Idaho or in the region by other 

colleges/universities.  If the proposed request is similar to another program, provide a rationale 
for the duplication.  This may not apply to PTE programs if workforce needs within the respective 
region have been established. 

 
The Chemical Engineering program at the University of Idaho is the only such program in the state.  The 
new Department of ChME will be unique in the state of Idaho, although about 15 such programs exist in the 
United States.  The College of Engineering at Boise State University has a program in materials science and 
engineering that was established in 2004.  
Enrollment and Graduates (i.e., number of majors or other relevant data)  
By Institution for the Proposed Program 
Last three years beginning with the current year and the 2 previous years 

 
Institution  Relevant Enrollment Data  Number of Graduates 
 

 
Current 

Year  
 

Fall 2008 

 
Previous 

Year 
 

Fall 2007 

Previous  
Year 

 
Fall 2006 

Current 
Year 

 
2007-2008 

 

Previous 
Year 

 
2006-2007 

 
Previous  

Year 
 

2005-2006 

BSU (MSE)  UG   72 

GR   27 

UG   67 

GR   21 

UG   51 

GR   19 

UG   10 

GR     9 

UG   6 

GR    7 

UG   2 

GR   6 

UI (MSE)  UG   59 

GR   13 

UG   60 

GR   16 

UG   49 

GR   17 

UG   9 

GR   9 

UG   4 

GR   4 

UG   5 

GR   4 

UI (ChE)  UG   97 

GR   11 

UG   106 

GR    10 

UG   102 

GR       7 

UG   22 

GR     6 

UG   14 

GR     1 

UG   14 

GR      4 
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Degrees offered by school/college or program(s) within disciplinary area under review. 
 

 
Institution and 
Degree name 

 

 
Level 

Specializations within the 
discipline 

(to reflect a national 
perspective) 

Specializations offered within 
the degree at the institution 

BSU (MSE)  B.S. 
 
M.S. 

biomaterials, ceramics, 
chrystallography, composits, 
electronic/magnetic/optical 
materials, metallography, 
metallurgy, nanomaterials, 
polymers, semi-conductors 

semiconductors, micro 
electrical mechanical systems 
(mems), surface science, 
polymers, 
magnetic/electrical/optical 
materials, metals and alloys, 
materials characterization, 
ceramics, biomaterials, 
biometrics 

UI (MSE)  B.S. 
 
M.S. 
 
Ph.D. 

Biomaterials, ceramics, 
chrystallography, composits, 
electronic/ magnetic materials 
metallography, metallurgy, 
nanomaterials, polymers, 
semi-conductors   

ceramics, electrical materials, 
metallurgy, nano-materials, 
polymers, nuclear materials 

UI (ChE)  B.S. 
 
M.Engr. 
 
M.S. 
 
Ph.D. 

biochemical processes, 
chemical manufacturing, 
electrochemical processes, 
environmental and hazardous 
waste remediation, food 
processing, membranes, nano 
materials & processes, 
petroleum processing, 
pharmaceuticles, pulp & 
paper, semiconductors, 
separation processes  

biochemical processes, 
environmental engineering, 
food processing, membranes, 
nano sciences, petroleum 
processing, pulp and paper 
process simulations 

  
5.  Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and 

mission of the institution. (i.e., centrality).  
 
The role and mission of the University of Idaho as defined by the State Board of Education (SBOE) is 
published in several locations, including the SBOE, the University of Idaho Faculty and Staff Handbook, and 
in each year’s edition of the University of Idaho Catalog.   Parts relevant to this NOI are stated as “…  The 
University of Idaho is a high research activity, land-grant institution committed to undergraduate and 
graduate-research education with extension services responsive to Idaho and the region's business and 
community needs. …The University of Idaho will formulate its academic plan and generate programs with 
primary emphasis on agriculture, natural resources, and metallurgy, engineering…..” Thus, both Chemical 
Engineering and Materials Science & Engineering are central to the University of Idaho’s role and mission.  
Although metallurgical engineering has been discontinued as a stand-alone major, metallurgical engineering 
is one of the elements incorporated in the Materials Science and Engineering Program and thus remains a 
part of the ChME Department’s centrality. 

  
6. Is the proposed program in the 8-year Plan? Indicate below.  

Yes  No X 
 
 If not on 8-year plan, provide a justification for adding the program.   
Both programs are on the 8-year plan; however, the combined department is not.  While the consolidation of 
the Chemical Engineering and Materials Science & Engineering Departments has been under consideration 
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for some time, the decision to propose this change was finalized only recently.  This decision was based 
primarily on the current turnover in faculty and administrators within the two departments that offered 
unprecedented opportunities to hire faculty with cross-over expertise, which will enhance the capability and 
quality of both programs.   

  
7. Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.):  

As described above, this proposal is to consolidate the programs and personnel of two departments into one 
academic unit.  Personnel and operating budgets of the two departments will also be consolidated along 
with the physical resources.  Savings realized by the elimination of one part-time administrator will remain in 
the program.  While additional funds are not currently available for investment in the ChME department, this 
is a high priority in the future as funds become available.  
Because savings and reinvestment resulting from the consolidation of these two programs will be 
considerably less than $250,000 and no additional funds are being allocated, the completion of the following 
table is not needed.  
 

Estimated Fiscal Impact  FY 09  FY 10  FY 11  Total 
A. Expenditures         

1. Personnel         

2. Operating         

3. Capital Outlay         

4. Facilities          

TOTAL:  0  0  0  0 

 
B. Source of Funds         

1. Appropriated-
reallocation 

        

2. Appropriated – New         

3. Federal         

4. Other:         

TOTAL:         

B. Nature of Funds         

1. Recurring *         

2. Non-recurring **         

TOTAL:  0  0  0  0 

 
* Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base. 
** Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base. 
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HISTORY AND COMMITTEE APPROVAL 

of the 
NOI TO CONSOLIDATE 

the 
DEPARTMENTS OF CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 

and 
MATERIAL SCIENCE & ENGINEERING 

INTO A SINGLE DEPARTMENT 
of 

CHEMICAL AND MATERIALS ENGINEERING 
WHILE RETAINING BOTH ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

 
This NOI was prepared with input from both the Chemical Engineering Department and the Materials 
Science and Engineering Department.  There were several discussions and several drafts that 
ultimately resulted in this NOI.  The NOI was considered by the College Curriculum Committee on 
January 30, 2009.  Most of the discussion related to wording that might be confusing to readers 
unfamiliar with the situation precipitating the consolidation.  This language was clarified and the 
results communicated to the committee by email.  The email vote by the committee was six yes and 
one not returned and considered to be an abstention.  
 
 

Submitted by the University of Idaho College of Engineering. 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: University Curriculum Committee  Date: 2/19/09 
 
Present: Richard Battaglia, Jill Dacey (Chair), Gail Eckwright, Walter Hesford, Allen Kitchel, Mark Secrist, Richard Wells, 

Jeanne Christiansen, Rod Hill, Nancy Krogh, Heidi Anderson, Garrett Holbrook, Joel Zwainz. 
Absent: Lauren Fins, Ruprecht Machleidt, Bob Stone, Jean Henscheid. 
Others Present:  Debbie Storrs, Margrit Von Braun, Mark Nielsen (substitute for Ruprecht Machleidt), Charles Tibbals, 

Dwaine Hubbard 
 
 
Program/Degree: Merge Departments of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science & 
Engineering into the Department of Chemical and Materials Engineering 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
UCC-09-069  College of Engineering 
Committee member Wells introduced the proposed Notice of Intent (NOI) from the College of Engineering to merge the 
Departments of Chemical Engineering and Material Science & Engineering into one department called Chemical and 
Materials Engineering.  Committee member Wells explained the history of this NOI and its long process to get to this point.  
Wells indicated that both departments support this merger.  The committee Approved the proposed NOI 10 to 0, and will 
forward the proposed NOI to Faculty Council for review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote: 10 Approve, 0 Deny, 0 Abstain 
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IDAHO STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ACADEMIC/PROFESSIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

NOTICE OF INTENT 
To initiate a 

New, Expanded, Cooperative, Discontinued, program component or Off-Campus Instructional 
Program or Instructional/Research Unit 

 

Institution Submitting Proposal: University of Idaho 
Name of College, School, or Division: College of Engineering 
Name of Department(s) or Area(s):  Mechanical Engineering Department 

 
Indicate if this Notice of Intent (NOI) is for an Academic or Professional Technical Program 

Academic X Professional - Technical  
 
A New, Expanded, Cooperative, Contract, or Off-Campus Instructional Program or Administrative/Research Unit 
(circle one) leading to: 
Discontinue the Academic Certificate in Advanced Materials Design 

(Degree or Certificate) 
 
Proposed Starting Date: Immediate Summer 2009 

 
For New Programs:  For Other Activity: 
    
    
Program (i.e., degree) Title & CIP 2000   Program Component (major/minor/option/emphasis) 
    
   Off-Campus Activity/Resident Center 
    
   Instructional/Research Unit 
    
   Addition/Expansion 
    
  X Discontinuance of the Advanced Materials Design 

Academic Certificate 
    
   Contract Program 
    
   Other 

 
Dean’s signature on file  2/4/09 
Donald M. Blackketter, Dean (UI) Date  VP Research & Graduate Studies Date 
 
 

    

Chief Fiscal Officer (Institution) Date  State Administrator, SDPTE Date 
 
 

    

Chief Academic Officer (Institution) Date  Chief Academic Officer, OSBE Date 
 
 

    

President Date  SBOE/OSBE Approval Date 
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Before completing this form, refer to Board Policy Section III.G. Program Approval and 
Discontinuance. 

 
1. Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or 

certificate) or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing 
program or option).  

 
We are discontinuing the Advanced Materials Design Academic Certificate. This program has not been 
used for some time and there are no students in the program. 
 

2. Provide a statement of need for program or a program modification.  Include student and state 
need, demand, and employment potential. Attach a Scope and Sequence, SDPTE Form 
Attachment B, for professional-technical education requests. (Use additional sheets if 
necessary.). 

 
3. Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, 

professional societies, licensing boards, etc.). 
 
4. Identify similar programs offered within the state of Idaho or in the region by other 

colleges/universities. If the proposed request is similar to another program, provide a rationale for 
the duplication. This may not apply to PTE programs if workforce needs within the respective 
region have been established. 
 
Enrollment and Graduates (i.e., number of majors or other relevant data)  
By Institution for the Proposed Program 
Last three years beginning with the current year and the 2 previous years 
Institution Relevant Enrollment Data Number of Graduates 
 Current Previous  

Year 
Previous 

Year 
Current Previous  

Year 
Previous 

Year 
BSU       
CSI       
CWI       
EITC       
ISU       
LCSC       
NIC       

UI 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 

Degrees offered by school/college or program(s) within disciplinary area under review 
 

Institution and 
Degree name 

 

 
Level 

Specializations within the 
discipline 

(to reflect a national 
perspective) 

Specializations offered within 
the degree at the institution 

BSU    
CSI    
CWI    
EITC    
ISU    
LCSC    
NIC    
UI    
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5.  Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and 

mission of the institution. (i.e., centrality).  
  

6. Is the proposed program in the 8-year Plan? Indicate below.  
Yes  No X 

 
 If not on 8-year plan, provide a justification for adding the program.  

  
7. Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.): 

 
Estimated Fiscal Impact  FY  09  FY  10  FY 11  Total 

A. Expenditures         

1. Personnel         

2. Operating         

3. Capital Outlay         

4. Facilities          

TOTAL:  0  0  0  0 

 

B. Source of Funds         

1. Appropriated-
reallocation 

        

2. Appropriated – New         

3. Federal         

4. Other:         

TOTAL:         

B. Nature of Funds         

1. Recurring *         

2. Non-recurring **         

TOTAL:  0  0  0  0 

 
* Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base. 
** Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base. 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: University Curriculum Committee  Date: 2/19/09 
 
Present: Richard Battaglia, Jill Dacey (Chair), Gail Eckwright, Walter Hesford, Allen Kitchel, Mark Secrist, Richard Wells, 

Jeanne Christiansen, Rod Hill, Nancy Krogh, Heidi Anderson, Garrett Holbrook, Joel Zwainz. 
Absent: Lauren Fins, Ruprecht Machleidt, Bob Stone, Jean Henscheid. 
Others Present:  Debbie Storrs, Margrit Von Braun, Mark Nielsen (substitute for Ruprecht Machleidt), Charles Tibbals, 

Dwaine Hubbard 
 
 
Program/Degree: Discontinue the Academic Certificate in Advanced Materials Design 
 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
UCC-09-070  College of Engineering 
Committee member Wells introduced the proposed Notice of Intent (NOI) from the College of Engineering to discontinue 
the Academic Certificate in Advanced Materials Design.  The committee Approved the proposed NOI 10 to 0, and will 
forward the proposed NOI to Faculty Council for review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote: 10 Approve, 0 Deny, 0 Abstain 
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IDAHO STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ACADEMIC/PROFESSIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

NOTICE OF INTENT 
To initiate a 

New, Expanded, Cooperative, Discontinued, program component or Off-Campus Instructional 
Program or Instructional/Research Unit 

 

Institution Submitting Proposal: University of Idaho 

Name of College, School, or Division: College of Science 

Name of Department(s) or Area(s):  Biological Sciences 
 

Indicate if this Notice of Intent (NOI) is for an Academic or Professional Technical Program 
Academic X Professional - Technical  

 

This is a New, Expanded, Cooperative, Contract, or Off-Campus Instructional Program, or 
Administrative/Research Unit (circle one) leading to: 
Discontinue the Master of Natural Science (Biology) 

(Degree or Certificate) 
 

Proposed Starting Date: Summer 2009 

 
For New Programs:  For Other Activity: 
    

    
Program (i.e., degree) Title & CIP 2000   Program Component (major/minor/option/emphasis) 
    
   Off-Campus Activity/Resident Center 
    
   Instructional/Research Unit 
    
   Addition/Expansion 
    
  X Discontinuance/consolidation 
    
   Contract Program 
    
   Other 

 
Dean’s signature on file  2/6/09 
College Dean  (Institution) Date  VP Research & Graduate Studies Date 

     

Chief Fiscal Officer (Institution) Date  State Administrator, SDPTE Date 

     

Chief Academic Officer (Institution) Date  Chief Academic Officer, OSBE Date 

     

President Date  SBOE/OSBE Approval Date 
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Before completing this form, refer to Board Policy Section III.G., Program Approval and 
Discontinuance. 

 
1. Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or certificate) 

or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing program or option).  
 
This request is to discontinue the Master of Natural Science (MNS) graduate program in the Department 
of Biological Sciences, University of Idaho. This decision was made through the Academic Program 
Prioritization process. The Biological Sciences faculty voted unanimously to approve this action (without 
comment). 
 
 
2. Provide a statement of need for program or a program modification.  Include student and state need, 

demand, and employment potential. Attach a Scope and Sequence, SDPTE Form Attachment B, 
for professional-technical education requests. (Use additional sheets if necessary.). 

 
  N/A 
 

3. Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, 
professional societies, licensing boards, etc.). 

 
  N/A 

 
4. Identify similar programs offered within the state of Idaho or in the region by other 

colleges/universities. If the proposed request is similar to another program, provide a rationale for the 
duplication. This may not apply to PTE programs if workforce needs within the respective region 
have been established. 

 
  N/A 
 
Enrollment and Graduates (i.e., number of majors or other relevant data)  
By Institution for the Proposed Program 
Last three years beginning with the current year and the 2 previous years 

 
Institution Relevant Enrollment Data Number of Graduates 
 Current Previous  

Year 
Previous 

Year 
Current Previous  

Year 
Previous 

Year 

BSU na na na na na na 

CSI “ “ “ “ “ “ 

CWI “ “ “ “ “ “ 

EITC “ “ “ “ “ “ 

ISU “ “ “ “ “ “ 

LCSC “ “ “ “ “ “ 

NIC “ “ “ “ “ “ 

UI 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Degrees offered by school/college or program(s) within disciplinary area under review 
 

 
Institution and 
Degree name 

 

 
Level 

Specializations within the 
discipline 

(to reflect a national 
perspective) 

Specializations offered within 
the degree at the institution 

BSU MA Biology  

CSI none   

CWI none   

EITC none   

ISU MNS Biology  

LCSC none   

NIC none   

UI MNS   
 
 
5.  Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and mission 

of the institution. (i.e., centrality).  
 
 
The request to discontinue the MNS program will eliminate a program that currently has no enrollment 
and has not had a graduate since 2004.  
 
 
 

6. Is the proposed program in the 8-year Plan? Indicate below. 
 

Yes  No X 
 
 
 If not on 8-year plan, provide a justification for adding the program.  

 
 
  N/A 
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8. Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.): 
 

Estimated Fiscal Impact  FY   FY   FY   Total 

A. Expenditures         

1. Personnel         

2. Operating         

3. Capital Outlay         

4. Facilities          

TOTAL:         

 
B. Source of Funds         

1. Appropriated-
reallocation 

        

2. Appropriated – New         

3. Federal         

4. Other:         

TOTAL:         

B. Nature of Funds         

1. Recurring *         

2. Non-recurring **         

TOTAL:         

 
* Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base. 
** Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base. 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: College of Science Curriculum Committee 
 
Members:  Mark Nielsen, Associate Dean and Committee Chair 
Jim Nagler, Biological Sciences; Dan Edwards, Chemistry; Gundars Rudzitis, Geography; Ken 
Sprenke, Geological Sciences; Paul Joyce, Mathematics;  
Ruprecht Machleidt, Physics; Tim Johnson, Statistics 
 
 
 
Program/Degree:  Biological Sciences/Master of Natural Sciences (M.Nat.Sc.) 
 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
The committee met February 3, 2008 to consider discontinuance of this degree.  The audience for this 
degree is primarily high school science teachers. The degree has been undersubscribed for many years. 
 There was minimal discussion and no contention.  The College of Science intends, when appropriate, 
to bring forward a more marketable M.A.T. degree in combined science that would better serve this 
audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote:  Committee voted unanimously (7-yes, 0-no). 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: Biological Sciences Curriculum Committee 
 
 
 
Program/Degree: Biological Sciences Master of Natural Sciences (MNS) 
 
 
 
Discussion: No contention/no discussion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote: Biological Sciences faculty voted unanimously (13-yes, 0-no). 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: Graduate Council 
 
 
 
Program/Degree: Master of Natural Science in Biology 
 
 
 
Discussion:  NOI was presented by Associate Dean Mark Nielsen. 
 
 
Council concurred with comments from both the department and College. 
No additional questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote:  ___9__In Favor  
 ___0__Opposed 
 ___1__Abstain 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: University Curriculum Committee  Date: 2/19/09 
 
Present: Richard Battaglia, Jill Dacey (Chair), Gail Eckwright, Walter Hesford, Allen Kitchel, Mark Secrist, Richard Wells, 

Jeanne Christiansen, Rod Hill, Nancy Krogh, Heidi Anderson, Garrett Holbrook, Joel Zwainz. 
Absent: Lauren Fins, Ruprecht Machleidt, Bob Stone, Jean Henscheid. 
Others Present:  Debbie Storrs, Margrit Von Braun, Mark Nielsen (substitute for Ruprecht Machleidt), Charles Tibbals, 

Dwaine Hubbard 
 
 
Program/Degree: Discontinue degree in Master of Natural Science and associated major in Biology 
 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
UCC-09-071  College of Science 
Mark Nielsen introduced the proposed Notice of Intent (NOI) from the College of Science to discontinue the degree in 
Master of Natural Science (M.N.S.) and its associated major of Biology.  Nielsen indicated that this program historically 
has a low enrollment.  Mark further added that in the future the College of Science hopes to return with a combined science 
M.A.T. program that will better serve the students.  The committee Approved the proposed NOI 10 to 0, and will forward 
the proposed NOI to Faculty Council for review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote: 10 Approve, 0 Deny, 0 Abstain 
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IDAHO STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ACADEMIC/PROFESSIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

NOTICE OF INTENT 
To initiate a 

New, Expanded, Cooperative, Discontinued, program component or Off-Campus Instructional 
Program or Instructional/Research Unit 

 

Institution Submitting Proposal: University of Idaho 
Name of College, School, or Division: College of Science 
Name of Department(s) or Area(s):  Department of Chemistry 

 
Indicate if this Notice of Intent (NOI) is for an Academic or Professional Technical Program 

Academic X Professional - Technical  
 
A New, Existing, Expanded, Cooperative, Contract, or Off-Campus Instructional Program or 
Administrative/Research Unit (circle one) leading to: 

Discontinue Master of Science in Teaching (Chemistry)    (M.A.T.) 
(Degree or Certificate) 

 
Proposed Starting Date: Fall Summer 2009 

 
For New Programs:  For Other Activity: 
    
    
Program (i.e., degree) Title & CIP 2000   Program Component (major/minor/option/emphasis) 
    
   Off-Campus Activity/Resident Center 
    
   Instructional/Research Unit 
    
   Addition/Expansion 
    
  X Discontinuance/consolidation 
    
   Contract Program 
    
   Other 

 
Dean’s signature on file  2/6/09 
College Dean  (Institution) Date VP Research & Graduate Studies Date
  

Chief Fiscal Officer (Institution) Date State Administrator, SDPTE Date
  

Chief Academic Officer (Institution) Date Chief Academic Officer, OSBE Date
  

President Date SBOE/OSBE Approval Date
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSTITUTION TRACKING 
NO.  
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1. Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or 
certificate) or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing 
program or option).  
Discontinuance of the Master of Arts In Teaching (Chemistry). The Chemistry Department 
Curriculum Committee and Graduate Studies Committee have unanimously approved this 
action (without comment). The Chemistry faculty has approved it  by a vote of 11 to 1, again 
without comment. 

 
2. Provide a statement of need for program or a program modification. Include student and state 

need, demand, and employment potential.  
This program goes virtually unused: in the last 21 years it has served 2 students. 

 
3. Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, 

professional societies, licensing boards, etc.). 
N/A 

4. Identify similar programs offered within the state of Idaho or in the region by other 
colleges/universities. If the proposed request is similar to another program, provide a rationale for 
the duplication. This may not apply to PTE programs if workforce needs within the respective 
region have been established. 

To the best of our knowledge this degree is not offered at other regional institutions. There 
appears to be no need for it. 
 
Enrollment and Graduates (i.e., number of majors or other relevant data)  
By Institution for the Proposed Program 
Last three years beginning with the current year and the 2 previous years 
Institution Relevant Enrollment Data Number of Graduates 
 Current Previous  

Year 
Previous 

Year 
Current Previous  

Year 
Previous 

Year 
BSU  

 

N/A 

CSI 
EITC 
ISU 
LCSC 
NIC 
UI 

Degrees offered by school/college or program(s) within disciplinary area under review 
 

Institution and 
Degree name 

 

 
Level 

Specializations within the 
discipline 

(to reflect a national 
perspective) 

Specializations offered within 
the degree at the institution 

BSU BS – BS Emphasis: general, professional, 
biochemistry, forensics, business, 
geochemistry, premed, teaching

CSI Associate _ _ 
EITC – _ _ 
ISU BA, BS, MS Master of Natural Science in Chemistry BS:  Biochemistry, Teaching major 
LCSC BA, BS – Geochemistry, forensics minor 
NIC Associate _ _ 
UI BS, MS, PhD MS, PhD: Analytical, Inorganic, Organic, 

Physical 
BS Options: general, professional, pre-
med, forensics 
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5.  Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and 
mission of the institution. (i.e., centrality).  

N/A 
 
6. Is the proposed program in the 8-year Plan? Indicate below. 

Yes  No X 
 
 If not on 8-year plan, provide a justification for adding the program.  
N/A 
 

8. Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if 
necessary.): 

 
Estimated Fiscal Impact  

This is a discontinuance; no resources are required. The elimination 
of the program will lead to some time savings in the assessment 
process. 

A. Expenditures  

1. Personnel  

2. Operating  

3. Capital Outlay  

4. Facilities   

TOTAL:  

 
B. Source of Funds  

N/A 

1. Appropriated-
reallocation 

 

2. Appropriated – New  

3. Federal  

4. Other:  

TOTAL:  

B. Nature of Funds  

1. Recurring *  

2. Non-recurring **  

TOTAL:  

 
* Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base. 
** Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base. 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: College of Science Curriculum Committee 
 
Members:  Mark Nielsen, Associate Dean and Committee Chair 
Jim Nagler, Biological Sciences; Dan Edwards, Chemistry; Gundars Rudzitis, Geography; Ken 
Sprenke, Geological Sciences; Paul Joyce, Mathematics;  
Ruprecht Machleidt, Physics; Tim Johnson, Statistics 
 
 
 
Program/Degree:  Chemistry/Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.) 
 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
The committee met February 3, 2008 to consider discontinuance of this degree.  The audience for this 
degree is primarily high school science teachers. The degree has been undersubscribed for many years.  
There was minimal discussion and no contention.  The College of Science intends, when appropriate, 
to bring forward a more marketable M.A.T. degree in combined science that would better serve this 
audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote:  Committee voted unanimously (7-yes, 0-no). 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: Chemistry Curriculum Committee/Faculty of the Chemistry Department  
 
 
 
Program/Degree: Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) in Chemistry 
 
 
 
Discussion:    
 
Chemistry Curriculum Committee:  No discussion; 4 in favor (unanimous) 
 
 
Faculty of the Chemistry Department:  In 21 years the MAT in Chemistry has only served 2 
students.  One faculty member, however, voiced the opinion that eliminating this program will be a 
purely symbolic change resulting in no cost savings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty Vote:   13 in favor; 1 against 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: Graduate Council 
 
 
 
Program/Degree: MAT Chemistry 
 
 
 
Discussion:  NOI was presented by Associate Dean Mark Nielsen. 
 
 
Council concurred with comments from both the department and College. 
No additional questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote:  ___9_In Favor  
 ___0_Opposed 
 ___1_ Abstain 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: University Curriculum Committee  Date: 2/19/09 
 
Present: Richard Battaglia, Jill Dacey (Chair), Gail Eckwright, Walter Hesford, Allen Kitchel, Mark Secrist, Richard Wells, 

Jeanne Christiansen, Rod Hill, Nancy Krogh, Heidi Anderson, Garrett Holbrook, Joel Zwainz. 
Absent: Lauren Fins, Ruprecht Machleidt, Bob Stone, Jean Henscheid. 
Others Present:  Debbie Storrs, Margrit Von Braun, Mark Nielsen (substitute for Ruprecht Machleidt), Charles Tibbals, 

Dwaine Hubbard 
 
 
Program/Degree: Discontinue Master of Arts in Teaching major in Chemistry 
 
 
 
Discussion: 
UCC-09-072  College of Science 
Mark Nielsen introduced the proposed Notice of Intent (NOI) from the College of Science to discontinue the Master of Arts 
in Teaching (M.A.T.) major in Chemistry.  Nielsen indicated that this program historically has a low enrollment.  Mark 
further added that in the future the College of Science hopes to return with a combined science M.A.T. program that will 
better serve the students.  The committee Approved the proposed NOI 10 to 0, and will forward the proposed NOI to 
Faculty Council for review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote: 10 Approve, 0 Deny, 0 Abstain 
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IDAHO STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ACADEMIC/PROFESSIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

NOTICE OF INTENT 
To initiate a 

New, Expanded, Cooperative, Discontinued, program component or Off-Campus Instructional 
Program or Instructional/Research Unit 

 

Institution Submitting Proposal: University of Idaho 

Name of College, School, or Division: College of Science 

Name of Department(s) or Area(s):  Geological Sciences 
 
Indicate if this Notice of Intent (NOI) is for an Academic or Professional Technical Program 

Academic   X Professional - Technical  
 
This is a New, Existing, Expanded, Cooperative, Contract, or Off-Campus Instructional Program, or 
Administrative/Research Unit (circle one) leading to: 

Discontinue Master of Arts in Teaching – Major in Earth Science 

(Degree or Certificate) 
 
Proposed Starting Date: Fall Summer 2009 

 
For New Programs:  For Other Activity: 
    
    
Program (i.e., degree) Title & CIP 2000   Program Component (major/minor/option/emphasis) 
    
   Off-Campus Activity/Resident Center 
    
   Instructional/Research Unit 
    
   Addition/Expansion 
    
  X Discontinuance/consolidation 
    
   Contract Program 
    
   Other 

 
Dean’s signature on file  2/6/09 
College Dean  (Institution) Date  VP Research & Graduate Studies Date 

     

Chief Fiscal Officer (Institution) Date  State Administrator, SDPTE Date 

     

Chief Academic Officer (Institution) Date  Chief Academic Officer, OSBE Date 

     

President Date  SBOE/OSBE Approval Date 
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Before completing this form, refer to Board Policy Section III.G., Program Approval and 
Discontinuance. 

 
1. Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or certificate) 

or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing program or option).  
  

To discontinue the Master of Arts in Teaching – Major in Earth Science degree in Geological 
Sciences. The Geological Sciences Department have unanimously approved this action by a vote 
of six in favor; two abstentions, without comment. 

 
2. Provide a statement of need for program or a program modification.  Include student and state need, 

demand, and employment potential. Attach a Scope and Sequence, SDPTE Form Attachment B, 
for professional-technical education requests. (Use additional sheets if necessary.). 

 
This program has minor enrollment and appears to be no need. 

 
3. Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, 

professional societies, licensing boards, etc.). 
 

N/A 
 

4. Identify similar programs offered within the state of Idaho or in the region by other 
colleges/universities. If the proposed request is similar to another program, provide a rationale for the 
duplication. This may not apply to PTE programs if workforce needs within the respective region 
have been established. 

 
To our knowledge this degree is not offered at other regional institutions. 

 
Enrollment and Graduates (i.e., number of majors or other relevant data)  
By Institution for the Proposed Program 
Last three years beginning with the current year and the 2 previous years 
 

N/A 
 

Institution Relevant Enrollment Data Number of Graduates 
 Current Previous  

Year 
Previous 

Year 
Current Previous  

Year 
Previous 

Year 

BSU       

CSI       

CWI       

EITC       

ISU       

LCSC       

NIC       

UI       
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Degrees offered by school/college or program(s) within disciplinary area under review 
 

N/A 
 

 
Institution and 
Degree name 

 

 
Level 

Specializations within the 
discipline 

(to reflect a national 
perspective) 

Specializations offered within 
the degree at the institution 

BSU    

CSI    

CWI    

EITC    

ISU    

LCSC    

NIC    

UI    
 
 
5.  Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and mission 

of the institution. (i.e., centrality).  
 

N/A 
 
 
 
 

6. Is the proposed program in the 8-year Plan? Indicate below. 
 

Yes  No  X 
 
 
 If not on 8-year plan, provide a justification for adding the program.  

 
N/A 
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7. Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.): 
 

N/A. The elimination of the program will lead to time savings in the assessment process 
 

 
Estimated Fiscal Impact  FY   FY   FY   Total 

A. Expenditures         

1. Personnel         

2. Operating         

3. Capital Outlay         

4. Facilities          

TOTAL:         

 
B. Source of Funds         

1. Appropriated-
reallocation 

        

2. Appropriated – New         

3. Federal         

4. Other:         

TOTAL:         

B. Nature of Funds         

1. Recurring *         

2. Non-recurring **         

TOTAL:         

 
* Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base. 
** Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base. 
 

General Policy Report #44 - March 6, 2009 - Page 31



 

 
 

Revised 12/10/08
Page 5

Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: College of Science Curriculum Committee 
 
Members:  Mark Nielsen, Associate Dean and Committee Chair 
Jim Nagler, Biological Sciences; Dan Edwards, Chemistry; Gundars Rudzitis, Geography; Ken 
Sprenke, Geological Sciences; Paul Joyce, Mathematics;  
Ruprecht Machleidt, Physics; Tim Johnson, Statistics 
 
 
 
Program/Degree:  Geological Sciences/Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.)  

Major in Earth Sciences 
 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
The committee met February 3, 2008 to consider discontinuance of this degree.  The audience for this 
degree is primarily high school science teachers. The degree has been undersubscribed for many years. 
 There was minimal discussion and no contention.  The College of Science intends, when appropriate, 
to bring forward a more marketable M.A.T. degree in combined science that would better serve this 
audience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote:  Committee voted unanimously (7-yes, 0-no). 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: 
 
Geological Sciences faculty as a whole 
 
 
Program/Degree: 
 
Master of Arts in Teaching – Major in Earth Science 
 
Discussion:  
 
To discontinue the Master of Arts in Teaching – Major in Earth Science degree in Geological 
 Sciences with no contention. 
 
 
Vote: 
 
The Geological Sciences Department have unanimously approved this action by a 
 vote of six in favor; two abstentions, without comment. 
 

General Policy Report #44 - March 6, 2009 - Page 33



 

 
 

Revised 12/10/08
Page 7

Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: Graduate Council 
 
 
 
Program/Degree: MAT Earth Science 
 
 
 
Discussion:  NOI was presented by Associate Dean Mark Nielsen. 
 
 
Council concurred with comments from both the department and College. 
No additional questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote:  ___9__In Favor  
 ___0__Opposed 
 ___1__Abstained 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: University Curriculum Committee  Date: 2/19/09 
 
Present: Richard Battaglia, Jill Dacey (Chair), Gail Eckwright, Walter Hesford, Allen Kitchel, Mark Secrist, Richard Wells, 

Jeanne Christiansen, Rod Hill, Nancy Krogh, Heidi Anderson, Garrett Holbrook, Joel Zwainz. 
Absent: Lauren Fins, Ruprecht Machleidt, Bob Stone, Jean Henscheid. 
Others Present:  Debbie Storrs, Margrit Von Braun, Mark Nielsen (substitute for Ruprecht Machleidt), Charles Tibbals, 

Dwaine Hubbard 
 
 
Program/Degree: Discontinue Master of Arts in Teaching major in Earth Science 
 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
UCC-09-073  College of Science 
Mark Nielsen introduced the proposed Notice of Intent (NOI) from the College of Science to discontinue the Master of Arts 
in Teaching (M.A.T.) major in Earth Science.  Nielsen indicated that this program historically has a low enrollment.  Mark 
further added that in the future the College of Science hopes to return with a combined science M.A.T. program that will 
better serve the students.  The committee Approved the proposed NOI 10 to 0, and will forward the proposed NOI to 
Faculty Council for review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote: 10 Approve, 0 Deny, 0 Abstain 
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IDAHO STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
ACADEMIC/PROFESSIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

NOTICE OF INTENT 
To initiate a 

New, Expanded, Cooperative, Discontinued, program component or Off-Campus Instructional 
Program or Instructional/Research Unit 

 

Institution Submitting Proposal: University of Idaho 

Name of College, School, or Division: College of Science 

Name of Department(s) or Area(s):  Department of Geography 
 

Indicate if this Notice of Intent (NOI) is for an Academic or Professional Technical Program 
Academic X Professional - Technical  

 
A New, Existing, Expanded, Cooperative, Contract, or Off-Campus Instructional Program or 
Administrative/Research Unit (circle one) leading to: 
Discontinue Master of Science in Teaching (Geography) (M.A.T.) 

(Degree or Certificate) 
 

Proposed Starting Date: Fall Summer 2009 
 

For New Programs:  For Other Activity: 
    

    
Program (i.e., degree) Title & CIP 2000   Program Component (major/minor/option/emphasis) 
    
   Off-Campus Activity/Resident Center 
    
   Instructional/Research Unit 
    
   Addition/Expansion 
    
  X Discontinuance/consolidation 
    
   Contract Program 
    
   Other 

 
Dean’s signature on file  2/6/09 
College Dean  (Institution) Date  VP Research & Graduate Studies Date 

     

Chief Fiscal Officer (Institution) Date  State Administrator, SDPTE Date 

     

Chief Academic Officer (Institution) Date  Chief Academic Officer, OSBE Date 

     

President Date  SBOE/OSBE Approval Date 
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Before completing this form, refer to Board Policy Section III.G. Program Approval and 
Discontinuance. 

 
1. Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or certificate) 

or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing program or option).  
 
Discontinuance of the Master of Arts In Teaching (Geography).  The Geography Department Curriculum 
Committee and Graduate Studies Committee have unanimously approved this action (without comment).  
The Geography faculty has approved it by a unanimous vote, again without any comment. 

 
2. Provide a statement of need for program or a program modification.  Include student and state need, 

demand, and employment potential. Attach a Scope and Sequence, SDPTE Form Attachment B, 
for professional-technical education requests. (Use additional sheets if necessary.). 

 
This program does virtually unused: in the last few years, the MAT program has not been visited at all. 

 
3. Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, 

professional societies, licensing boards, etc.). 
 
N/A 

 
4. Identify similar programs offered within the state of Idaho or in the region by other 

colleges/universities. If the proposed request is similar to another program, provide a rationale for the 
duplication. This may not apply to PTE programs if workforce needs within the respective region 
have been established. 

 
To the best of our knowledge this degree is not offered at other regional institutions.  There appears 
to be no need for it. 

 
Enrollment and Graduates (i.e., number of majors or other relevant data)  
By Institution for the Proposed Program 
Last three years beginning with the current year and the 2 previous years 

 
Institution Relevant Enrollment Data Number of Graduates 
 Current Previous  

Year 
Previous 

Year 
Current Previous  

Year 
Previous 

Year 

BSU  

 

 

N/A 

CSI 

EITC 

ISU 

LCSC 

NIC 

UI 

 
 

Degrees offered by school/college or program(s) within disciplinary area under review 
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Institution and 
Degree name 

 

 
Level 

Specializations within the 
discipline 

(to reflect a national 
perspective) 

Specializations offered within 
the degree at the institution 

BSU   none 

CSI   none 

EITC   none 

ISU   none 

LCSC   none 

NIC   none 

UI  Geography BS, MS, Ph.D. 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and mission 

of the institution. (i.e., centrality).  
 

N/A 
 

6. Is the proposed program in the 8-year Plan? Indicate below. 
 

Yes  No X 
 
 
 If not on 8-year plan, provide a justification for adding the program.  

 
N/A 
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8. Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.): 
 

Estimated Fiscal Impact   
 
This is a discontinuance; no resources are required. The elimination 
Of the program will lead to some time savings in the assessment 
Process. 

 

A. Expenditures  

1. Personnel  

2. Operating  

3. Capital Outlay  

4. Facilities   

TOTAL:  

 
B. Source of Funds   

1. Appropriated-
reallocation 

 

2. Appropriated – New  

3. Federal  

4. Other:  

TOTAL:  

B. Nature of Funds  

1. Recurring *  

2. Non-recurring **  

TOTAL:  

 
* Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base. 
** Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base. 
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Degrees offered by school/college or program(s) within disciplinary area under review 
 

 
Institution and 
Degree name 

 

 
Level 

Specializations within the 
discipline 

(to reflect a national 
perspective) 

Specializations offered within 
the degree at the institution 

BSU    
CSI    
CWI    
EITC    
ISU    
LCSC    
NIC    
UI-MS Grad Special Education Special Education 

 
 
5.  Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and 

mission of the institution. (i.e.,centrality).  
 

This program is being eliminated due to low enrollments.  This is not an effective use of the 
institution’s resources.  Students who are enrolled in the program currently will have up to three 
years to complete their program of study per State Board of Education policy. 

 
6. Is the proposed program in the 8-year Plan? Indicate below. 
 

Yes X  No  
 
 
 If not on 8-year plan, provide a justification for adding the program.  
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8. Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.): 
 

Estimated Fiscal Impact  FY 10  FY 11  FY 12  Total 
A. Expenditures  0  0  0   

1. Personnel         

2. Operating         

3. Capital Outlay         

4. Facilities         

TOTAL:  0  0  0   

 
B. Source of Funds  0  0  0   

1. Appropriated-
reallocation 

        

2. Appropriated – New         

3. Federal         

4. Other:         

TOTAL:  0  0  0   

B. Nature of Funds  0  0  0   

1. Recurring *         

2. Non-recurring **         

TOTAL:  0  0  0   

 
* Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base. 
** Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base. 
 
NOTE:  There are no costs or savings resulting from the closure of this program however faculty 
resources currently used in advising and supervising theses will be directed towards the Master of 
Education in Special Education and doctoral programs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Policy Report #44 - March 6, 2009 - Page 136



 

 
 

Revised 12/10/08
Page 5

C&I Department Meeting Minutes 
Friday, January 30, 2009 

9:00-10:00 am (PT), 10:00-11:00 am (MT) 
Compressed Video Locations: Moscow ED 301, Boise 162, CDA 128 

 
Review for First Round Programs for Discontinuance: 
 
The M.S. in Special Education has a history of low enrollments. In the past eleven years only 2 
students have earned a degree. This degree looks more like an M.Ed. 
 
C&I Faculty Vote: 
 
Degree Program # Yes Votes # No Votes # Abstaining Votes 
M.S. Special Education 15 0 2 
 

[DRAFT] College Coordinating Committee Minutes 
Tuesday, February 3, 2009 

10:00-12:00 pm (PT), 11:00-1:00 pm (MT) 
COE 408 

 
Participants: Kathy Browder, Clark Dickin, Charles Gagel, Mary Gardiner (Phone), Paul 

Gathercoal, Karen Guilfoyle, Russ Joki, Allen Kitchel, Jerry McMurtry, Paul 
Rowland 

Other Participants:  Maggie Clark, Dave Paul 
Consideration of Notices of Intent (NOI) to discontinue degree programs: 
 
7. Master of Science (M.S.) in Special Education 
 
The motion was moved and seconded to discontinue the degree program by the committee. This NOI 
was also approved by the C&I faculty on January 30, 2009. This degree program is rarely used and 
will allow the C&I to strengthen the Special Education curriculum. 
Motion passes. 
Degree program # Yes Votes # No Votes # Abstaining Votes 
M.S. Special Education 8 0 0 
 

College of Education Faculty Meeting 
February 6, 2009 

1:00-3:00 pm (PT), 2:00-4:00 pm (MT) 
Compressed Video Locations: Ag. Sci., Room 104, Boise 248A, CDA 128, IF 4 

Draft Minutes 
Consideration of Notices of Intent (NOI) to discontinue degree programs 
7. NOI to discontinue Master of Science in Special Education 
It was moved and seconded to approve the NOI. The question was raised asking if the department has 
another degree option for students seeking a M.S in Special Education. The M.ED degree option is still 
in use. 
Motion passed. 
Degree program # Yes Votes # No Votes # Abstaining Votes 
M.S. Special Education 40 0 1 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: Graduate Council 
 
 
 
Program/Degree: Master of Science in Special Education 
 
 
 
Discussion:  NOI was presented by Dean Paul Rowland 
 
The MS degree is the thesis option for this major.  The M.Ed., which is not under consideration for 
removal, is the non-thesis option and will remain for students interested in this major.    Students are 
often admitted into the “master’s” program and, when they realize this is the thesis option, transfer to 
the M.Ed.  Very few graduates in this degree. 
 
 
(There is interest at the department and College level about the possibility in the future of enhancing 
the M.Ed. to include a thesis option.  There may also be a broader MS degree program developed.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote:  ___10__In Favor 
  
 ____0__Opposed 
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Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form 
 
Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next 

committee for review. 
 
 
Committee: University Curriculum Committee  Date: 2/19/09 
 
Present: Richard Battaglia, Jill Dacey (Chair), Gail Eckwright, Walter Hesford, Allen Kitchel, Mark Secrist, Richard Wells, 

Jeanne Christiansen, Rod Hill, Nancy Krogh, Heidi Anderson, Garrett Holbrook, Joel Zwainz. 
Absent: Lauren Fins, Ruprecht Machleidt, Bob Stone, Jean Henscheid. 
Others Present:  Debbie Storrs, Margrit Von Braun, Mark Nielsen (substitute for Ruprecht Machleidt), Charles Tibbals, 

Dwaine Hubbard 
 
 
Program/Degree: Discontinue Master of Science major in Special Education 
 
 
 
Discussion: 
 
UCC-09-089  College of Education 
Committee member Kitchel introduced the proposed Notice of Intent (NOI) from the College of Education to discontinue 
the Master of Science (M.S.) major in Special Education.  Kitchel noted that this NOI has overwhelming support in the 
college and department.  Kitchel explained that this program historically has low enrollment.  Kitchel indicated that there is 
concern in the college that the loss of the Master of Science program could have a detrimental effect for students who want 
to pursue a career in academia.  Kitchel further explained that the majority of the college feels that their clientele is better 
served by completing the Master of Education degree.  Committee Chair Dacey asked if the College of Education allowed 
students to go straight from a Bachelors program to a Doctoral program.  Committee member Christiansen indicated that 
has not been the practice in the College of Education.  The committee Approved the proposed NOI 9 to 0, and will forward 
the proposed NOI to Faculty Council for review. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vote: 9 Approve, 0 Deny, 0 Abstain 
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