University Committee on General Education
Meeting Minutes, November 10, 2011
Meeting # 9
Present:  Jason Porter, Jason Barnes, Patrick Wilson, Pat Hart, Joe Cloud, Levan Elbakidze, Diane Prorak, Clint Jeffery, Mikaela Marlow, Delphine Keim Campbell, Beth Price,
Ex Officio present: Charles Tibbals, Jane Baillargeon, Debbie Storrs

Absent: Diane Prorak, Allen Kitchel, Rodney McConnell, student representative
Ex Officio absent: Kathy Aiken
Beth Price called the meeting to order.

The minutes of the November 3rd were approved.
Welcome to two new UCGE committee members:

Patricia Hart – ISEM Representative

Clint Jeffery – College of Engineering

Old Business

Beth reported that Kathy Aiken was reviewing the proposed International course list with department chairs of CLASS to determine that they meet the international course criteria.  Once this has been completed we will include this list of courses in the Core General Education proposal. 

The international core course proposal was reviewed for consistency with proposal format.  Minor formatting changes were suggested.  The rubric for the international course was reviewed.  Members engaged in a discussion regard the inclusion of historical and/or modern conflict as part of the criteria for the international courses.  Concern was raised that not all international courses may incorporate conflict into course content.  Additional concern was expressed that removing that criteria from the course expectations may water down the higher level concepts that are important to the global awareness aspect of international courses.  Committee members agreed to leave the wording as presented.  The committee gave their approval (unofficial since this is already an adopted course and set of criteria) for the international proposal to move forward and to request new submissions.
An additional discussion emerged from the international course discussion regarding the need for flexibility in the course proposal review and ultimately UCGE approval.  For instance, many courses will meet the fully met score with a 4 or 5 but a strong course that earns a minimally met score of 2 or 3 may also be approved.  Part of UCGE charge is to maintain the integrity of core courses.  Flexibility will be key in supporting core curriculum development and course approval.    
The Senior capstone course proposal and draft rubric were reviewed.  Capstone wording will be removed.  The intent of the senior experience was discussed.  The intent is to integrate program specific goals and student outcomes within the context of the university’s learning outcomes into an upper level opportunity for students.  This may include internships or practicum, senior research or project, presenting at a conference, or service learning.  The use of “course” will be revised to senior experience.  Mikaela and Jason Porter volunteered to revise the senior experience proposal and rubric to incorporate this intent. 
New Business
Charles encouraged the committee to move ahead with the American Diversity and International course proposal requests.  It was suggested that a letter to faculty be written to encourage inclusive, university wide participation among all departments and units across campus.  The committee wants to emphasize the importance of the general education core and the inclusion of international and diversity education.  Mikalea volunteered to draft the cover letter.  Beth will send out the call for proposals for international and American diversity courses ASAP.

 Beth reiterated that she is interim chair and encouraged committee members to consider volunteering to chair the committee.  It is Beth’s hope to have a new chair by next semester. 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:30
