
University Committee on General Education 
Meeting Minutes, December 8, 2011 
Meeting # 12
Present: Clint Jeffery, Mikaela Marlow, Diane Prorak, Levan Elbakidze, Pat Hart, Jason Porter, Alan Kitchel, Beth Price, 
Absent: Patrick Wilson, Joe Cloud, Jason Barnes, Delphine Keim Campbell, 
Ex Officio present: Jane Baillargeon, Charles Tibbals, 
Ex Officio absent: Rodney Frey, Kathy Aiken, Debbie Storrs,  

Beth Price called the meeting to order. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

Old Business
Proposal to UCC
Charles reported that the core proposal approved at the 12/1/11 meeting is being rewritten in “catalog language.”  The full proposal will be sent to UCC on Friday, 12/9, and will probably be on the UCC agenda at their first meeting next semester (Monday, 1/23).

Chair or Co-Chair
Beth needs someone to take over as chair of the UCGE committee for Spring semester.  However, if no one is willing to take the chair position, then she would be happy to share the responsibilities with a co-chair.  Anyone willing to help in this capacity should get in touch with her as soon as possible.

New Business
Great Issues Seminar & Senior Experience Proposal Requests
Beth will send out the requests for the Great Issues Seminar and Senior Experiences submissions on Friday, 12/9.  Proposals will be due on Friday, 1/13, and will be discussed at the following UCGE meeting on Thursday, 1/19.  

She will also send out a request for new Integrated Science course proposals.

Proposals Considered
The committee discussed the following proposals (the list is broken down by motion):

· Math 175 and Math 275 as options for the Math Core requirement.
· Comm 432, Comm 491, and Hist 425 as options for the American Diversity requirement.
· Hist 423 and Hist 428 as options for the American Diversity requirement.
· Engl 221 and Engl 222 as options for the International Diversity requirement.

After short discussions about each motion, all of the courses listed were unanimously accepted as proposed.

The committee was a little disappointed that some of the proposals lacked some of the documentation requested.  However, after some discussion the committee decided that, although the information was not explicitly addressed, there was still sufficient information provided for the courses to be approved.  At this point of the process, the committee wants to encourage short submissions and quick approvals rather than detailed proposals that have to be rewritten before final approval.

Additional Language Courses
Charles reported that some of his colleagues questioned why only some introductory language classes were included in the list of International Diversity courses.  After some discussion regarding the merits of these classes, the pros and cons of blanket acceptance, and the approval process, the committee chose not to approve the courses in question.  The primary reason for the decision was that the classes are not taught at the UI.  They are, instead, taught as joint classes with WSU or offered by LCSC.  The committee felt that classes taught off campus should not be included in the UI Core because 1) we lack oversight over non-UI courses and the way they are taught and 2) they are not required to address the UI Learning Outcomes.

Meeting Times
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next scheduled meeting of the UCGE will be next semester on Thursday, 1/19.  Beth, however, asked all members to be available to meet on Thursday, 1/12, if it becomes necessary.  She also asked the members to remember that the FSH specifies that UCGE meetings be held Thursday afternoons from 3:30 – 5:00pm and that all members should keep their schedules clear for meetings on that day.  Diane offered to reserve the library conference room for our Spring semester meetings.

Beth thanked all of the committee members for their work this semester and the meeting was adjourned at 4:00.
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