University Committee on General Education 
Meeting Minutes, January 26, 2012 
Meeting # 13
Present: Clint Jeffery, Mikaela Marlow, Diane Prorak, Levan Elbakidze, Jason Porter, Allen Kitchel, Beth Price, Patrick Wilson, Jason Barnes,  

Absent: Joe Cloud, Delphine Keim Campbell, Pat Hart,
Ex Officio present: Jane Baillargeon, Rodney Frey, Debbie Storrs, Dwaine Hubbard, Jeanne Christiansen 

Ex Officio absent: Kathy Aiken, Charles Tibbals 

Beth Price called the meeting to order.
The minutes of the 12/8/2011 meeting were approved with member Allen pointing out his name's spelling.

The old business included an announcement that Mika would co-chair the committee.

The UCC meeting Monday included an uneven reception for our proposal.

It is being reviewed the next two weeks, and goes back on the UCC agenda February 7.

The UCC discussion included questions as to what issues are Great and who decides that, and a question about whether great issues seminars could revolve around a theme instead of centering on a UI signature event. It was stated that the overall UCC reception was positive, with a number of mechanics/logistics concerns.

Jeanne C. mentioned that there is still a concern as to whether there are sufficient international courses without prerequisites, to meet the needs of programs that are already very constrained.

The calls for course proposals for new/enhanced elements such as senior experience courses will go out again after they are approved by the UCC.

An extensive discussion revolved around the UCC questions about the great ideas seminars, for which the committee initially wanted to accommodate all requests for additional flexibility and broadening of the scope, after which several faculty expressed a desire to preserve the original intent of the seminars, which was to foster interdisciplinary critical thinking, discussion, and collaboration between students from very different disciplines.

A vote to broaden the great issues seminars to accept proposals without an association with a university signature event passed with all in favor except one person.  Connection with a signature event will still strongly be encouraged and supported during proposal review.
Mika will obtain the university's list of Signature Events, or else collect one herself if there is no official list.

Proposals for RRT and Education were discussed briefly and will be voted on as "Old Business" at the next meeting.
Meeting was adjourned at 4:45.
