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TO: University Curriculum Committee 
 
FROM: University Committee for General Education 
 
RE: Addition to Regulation J-3 [Summer 2012] 
 
DATE:   March 14, 2011 
 

 
Great Issues Seminar (1 cr).  Students must complete one course designated as a great issues seminar.  This course is to be completed 
during a student’s second semester of their sophomore year or during their junior year .  A great issues seminar will be associated with a 
university signature event. 
 
Rationale:  In recognition of NWCCU accreditation standards, the faculty of the University of Idaho has committed itself in our new Strategic 
Action Plan (2011-2015) (1) to “Implement[ing] general education requirements that emphasize integrative learning throughout the 
undergraduate experience” (Goal 1, Objective A), (2) and (2) to “Develop[ing] integrative learning activities that span students’ entire 
university experience” (Goal 1, Objective B).  Failure to move toward integrating the core curriculum across all four years of undergraduate 
educational experience could have serious repercussions for the university when the NWCCU accreditation team visits the university next 
year.  As a major step toward addressing this issue, UCGE proposes the requirement given above (and the capstone requirement described 
below). This interdisciplinary course will be linked with various university-wide signature events such as the Bellwood Lecture, Borah 
Symposium, Runstad Lecture, and the Jazz Festival.  These courses will integrate the university learning outcomes and will be staffed 
primarily by faculty from the Colleges of Agricultural and Life Sciences, Art and Architecture, Business and Economics, Education, 
Engineering, and Natural Resources.  The Great Issues Seminars are not courses within the majors of those colleges.  They are university-
wide core courses taught primarily by the faculty of those colleges.  The courses serve further to integrate disciplines and to integrate core 
studies throughout a student’s four/five years of study at the university.  Several illustrative syllabi for such courses are attached. 

 

UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
APPROVAL REQUEST 

Add a Course 

 

Instructions:  Complete this form.  Receive department and college approvals.  Fill in the approval information at the 
end of this form.  E-mail the completed form to the Academic Publications Editor (Charles Tibbals) in the Registrar’s 
Office, ctibbals@uidaho.edu. 

 

Effective Term:  If approved, requests submitted to the Catalog Editor by October 15, 2010 will be effective Summer 
2011 and will appear in the 2011-2012 General Catalog. 

DEPT/COLLEGE SUBMITTING REQUEST 
Contact person initiating this request Title of contact person 

Steve Chandler Professor of English / Chair, UCGE 

Department or College 
Phone Number E-Mail Address Date 

English 5-6156 chandler@uidaho.edu 1-10-11 
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PROPOSED COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Number (Contact Registrar’s 
Office for available numbers) 

Title 

(Maximum of 30 characters) Credits 

ISem 301-399 (s) Great Issues Seminar 1 

Course Description for the Catalog: (Description should cover major topics/content, time required outside of class such as even sessions 
or field trips, and be limited to 50 words maximum) 

May be used as core credit in J-3-d. Open only to students who have 
earned at least 26 credits (sophomore status), the Great Issues Seminars 
are interdisciplinary courses each linked with an annual signature event of 
the university (e.g., Bellwood Lecture, Borah Symposium, Runstad Lecture, 
Jazz Festival) that integrate the university learning outcomes and general 
education goals with a critical examination of the topic of the event.  
Attendance at the event is required.  See www.webs.uidaho.edu/core for 
specific course titles and descriptions. 

 

Recommended Preparation (Course(s) are recommendations only and 
are not enforceable as prerequisites) 

 

Prerequisites (Will be enforced for all undergraduate courses) Completion of ENGL 102, and at least 26 credits 
(sophomore standing) 

Co-requisites (Will be enforced for all undergraduate courses)  

Course offering info (i.e. Fall Only, Spring Only, Alt/yrs)  

Cross or Joint-Listed Course? (What course(s) will this offering be 
Cross or Joint-Listed too?  Note: cross-listing with another department 
requires their written consent.) 

 

Is this proposed course equivalent to a previously dropped course?   

(Equivalent courses can be taken as a repeat of the previously dropped course.  They will satisfy degree requirements where 
the dropped course was required, and students cannot receive credit for both courses.) 

 

  If yes, what is the course subject/number of the previously dropped course?   
 

Hours 
per 
week: 

Lecture Lab Recitation Outside Hours Other Scheduled 
Hours 

      

What is the effect of adding this course on departmental teaching load?  (Check One) 

Increase X Decrease  No Effect  

Explain?  The deans of all undergraduate academic colleges have committed to staffing the GIS with 
existing board-appointed faculty. 
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If you checked “Increase” in the previous question, 
how will this increase be implemented?  (Check one and 
Explain in Rationale)   

Additional staff already approved  

Additional staff requested  

Increase load of present staff x 

Offsetting decreases embodied in other 
changes 

x 

This course will be: 

(Check all that apply) 
Required of students in this department.  

 

Required of students in the department(s) of:  all students completing the 
UI core curriculum x 

Elective taken by students in this department.  

Elective taken by students in the department(s) of:   

A general elective for any interested student.  

Additional Comments: (Anything not 
covered elsewhere on the form – 
Including possible Dual Credit 
implications) 

 

 

 

Rationale for adding this course:  (Explain why the above course is being added.  Explain the departmental/college/university 
impact this course will have.  How does this course fit within the University’s Strategic Goals?  Explain any other financial/resource 

impact this course will have such as needing additional library, media or classroom resources.  Include details on graduate level 
requirements if this is a proposed joint-listed course.) 

The course serves to extend core studies (both core skills (learning outcomes) and core content) 
vertically into a student’s four/five years of study at the university thereby reinforcing the development 
of those skills as the students mature intellectually and academically.  The deans of all the 
undergraduate academic colleges have committed to staffing the Great Issues Seminars, as much as 
possible with existing board-appointed faculty.  In some cases this commitment will be offset by funds 
previously used to staff the core discovery courses while in other cases the commitment may require an 
increase in the teaching load of current faculty. 

 

 

Level of Approval Date Approved Person Approving Request 

Department Faculty   
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College Curriculum Committee 1-10-11 Steve Chandler, Chair, UCGE 

College Faculty   

 

For Registrar’s Use Only 

Date Received 
from College 

UCC Agenda 
Item Number 

UCC approval 
date 

Gen. Curriculum 
Report Number 

Regent’s 
approval date 

Processed in 
Catalog 
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