Minutes, University Committee for General Education
Meeting #6, 2007-08; November 29th, 2007

Present: Robert Caisley, Gary Williams, Marc Klowden, Joe Cloud, Mark DeSantis, Mary DuPree, Karen Humes, Jeanne Christiansen

The meeting was called to order by Chair Gary Williams at 3:30pm. It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes from the last meeting.
Old Business:


Report on Faculty Council discussion of General Core Studies revision. Faculty Council approved the revisions to General Core Studies. There was some discussion among Faculty Council regarding International courses and a proposal was made to eliminate the international requirement. A motion was made and voted on but was defeated. Gary discussed the need for UCGE to work on the image of Core Discovery. 


Stipends for development of Core Discovery and Core Science courses.  This year we paid each individual who developed a new Core Discovery course $1500.00. We also paid each instructor who delivered a Core Discovery course and participated in seven activities and events $1500.00. There was discussion on whether we should pay the same amount to individuals who developed Core Science courses as well. Joe Cloud wanted to know what the original thought behind the stipend: was it to attract people to teach Core Discovery?  Motion was made (Mary DuPree/Karen Hume) to pay $1500.00 to each individual who proposed a new Core Discovery or Core Science course for 2008/2009. 
New Business:


Evaluation of CD courses this semester. Committee wants the name of the student’s college on the evaluation and to also include the course title and section. Rob Caisley brought up the idea of using a grading systems for the top 5 questions instead of the current choices of “no development, minimal development, moderate development, substantial development” because students have a better understanding of that system. Need to change the third sentence in the first paragraph to read “Considering the lectures, in-class exercises, readings, papers, projects and testing, how much exposure have we offered relative to each of these objectives?” Change underlined to read” how well have we achieved those objectives”. Under “Two Additional Elements of Core Discovery Courses”. Change response choices to yes or no.  These changes will be incorporated into the evaluation tool used for Spring 2008.

Review of RFPs for CorS and General Core Studies courses. Committee decided to make the due date for proposals January 31st. Changes on the call for proposals for Integrated Science under “Proposals should consist of the following:” #2 where it reads “In 2 pages,” changes to “In no more than 2 pages,” 

On the call for proposals for General Core Studies the committee decided to reword the requirement regarding prerequisites. It will now say “If your core course has a pre-requisite please contact the Core Coordinator to discuss if your course qualifies as an exception. Other changes were to remove strategic plan from the second to last bullet and adding (e.g.: sustainability). Gary will wait to send out the call for proposals for General Core Studies so that the committee can further discuss different guidelines. 

Letter of support from President and Provost for engagement in core instruction.  Gary would like to see a statement about the value of Core Discovery to help with the negative comments. Jeanne Christiansen said that she has had correspondence with the Provost regarding who is teaching in Core Discovery and how many sections are needed. Jean said that she would speak to the Provost about exhibiting some support and possibly having a town hall meeting to discuss Core Discovery.  [Update: The Provost issued a letter to the faculty on December 14 in support of UI’s general education program, encouraging faculty to consider teaching Core Discovery courses.  The letter is an appendix to these minutes.]
Meeting adjourned at 5:10pm

Julie Miller
Core Assistant 

APPENDIX:  Provost’s memo regarding the Core Curriculum

Date: December 14, 2007

To: University Faculty and Administrators

From: Doug Baker, Provost and Executive Vice President

Re: Core Curriculum

General education is a foundational and critical element in engaging students in a

transformational experience of discovery, understanding, and global citizenship.

President White and I are committed to a distinctive and nationally regarded general

education, a high priority in the implementation of our strategic action plan (Goal 1,

Objective A, Strategy 3). We have made strides this past year in strengthening the core

discovery courses; addressing the complexity of the social science, humanities,

international, and capstone requirements; and maintaining strength in math and science

offerings. We continue to assess our program to assure that we prepare students for

higher education, and, more broadly, engage students in meeting university learning

outcomes throughout their academic preparation.

We continue to identify the overall mix of undergraduate and graduate student

enrollment at the university, and to use the strengths of our faculty to meet the learning

outcomes at all levels. We will use resources to build our graduate programs, and, in

turn, these programs will support our undergraduate programs. Our standing

commitment to staff the core curriculum with a higher proportion of tenure track faculty

continues.

It is vitally important for faculty to participate in general education and to support a

strong first year experience through Core Discovery, Integrated Science, and general

studies courses. To support this commitment, I encourage you to consider developing

a proposal and working with your chair to participate in our Core Discovery and

Integrated Core Science offerings:

CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR CORE DISCOVERY COURSES, 2008-09

University of Idaho faculty are invited to submit proposals for new Core Discovery

courses for the academic year 2008-09. Proposals are due January 25, 2008,

Office of the Core Curriculum, TLC 231. Past proposals are available for review in

the Core Curriculum office.

CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR INTEGRATED SCIENCE COURSES, 2008-2009

University of Idaho faculty are invited to submit proposals for new Integrated Science

courses for the academic year 2008-09. Proposals are due January 31, 2008,

Office of the Core Curriculum, TLC 231.

The Call for Proposals for Core Discovery and Integrated Science classes are attached

for your reference. For more information, contact Gary Williams, UCGE Chair,

jgw@uidaho.edu, or Jean Henscheid, Core Director, jeanh@uidaho.edu .

The University Committee on General Education developed an alternative to the

clusters for the humanities, social sciences, international, and capstone courses which

was approved by the University Curriculum Committee and Faculty Council this fall.

This proposal eliminates the clusters and provides lists of approved courses for

completion of the humanities and social science requirements including approved

international and capstone courses. Additional information on these changes and

strategies for advising students on General Core Studies will be provided in spring

2008.

I am excited about the direction we are moving with our core. It is essential that we

provide our students with an exciting and stimulating undergraduate experience. Your

participation as an instructor in the core curriculum and as an academic advisor is

essential to the success of the program.

