University of Idaho Library

Library Affairs Committee Meeting Minutes

April 10, 2007

Attending:  Lynn Baird, Ferenc Cseszko, Charles Christenson, Jodi Johnson-Maynard

Absent:  Tracy Craig and Susan Mueller

Chair, Ferenc Cseszko called the meeting to order and introduced those present.  He asked Dean Lynn Baird to present a state of the library report.

Baird opened her talk by discussing recent acquisitions to the library, both electronic media and paper books.  Last year there were more than one million downloads from electronic sources so naturally the library is purchasing access to more electronic resources.  With the help of the state we were able to add access to Thompson Gale.  This package appeals more to the general public so we will continue to supply access to EBSCO which provides more academic databases. The library acquired Opposing Viewpoints database which is available for undergraduate research to hone students’ critical thinking skills.  One of Baird’s favorite databases is Birds of North America Online.

The International Jazz Collections (IJC) have been physically added to the library’s special collections.  Administratively, they are under the College of Letters, Sciences, and Social Sciences until July 1.  A new head of Special and Collections and Archives, Nathan Bender, was added to the library faculty last year.  His area of specialty is Western Americana and he will coordinate the IJC, along with the rest of the special collections.  We are launching a Digital Archives Initiative featuring IJC, Waters of the West, and the Barnard Stockbridge Photo Collection.

Dean Baird has recently done some moderate reorganization in the library intended to enhance library communications and focus on better services to users.

Last year efforts began to create a Learning Commons (LC) on the second floor.  In order to create space for the LC and at the same time make the first and second floors accommodate group and undergraduate study and dedicate the third and fourth floors to quiet individual type or graduate student study, there was a lot of rearranging of furniture and books.  Lynn has written a proposal to the student computer advisory committee (SCAC) for wiring funding for 4 group study areas on the first floor as well as 4 family friendly work stations.  

A combined reading room for Special Collections (including IJC) and Government Documents was created on the first floor to offer better access to those materials.

Friday, April 13, the library celebrates 100 years of being a government documents depository.  An entire day of activities is planned and the committee is certainly invited as well as the entire campus.  There are posters in the building with schedules of activities.

Lynn invited the group to view materials from design students who’d been challenged to “redesign” the first and second floors to make the library a friendlier place to come.

Baird then asked the committee for their opinions of how the library was serving their needs.  Consensus was that things are good in particular the Web of Science and the services of ILL.  They are excellent at finding obscure publications about earth worms for Johnson-Maynard.

Ferenc likes that the library is willing to evolve in order to provide better service and has anyone thought of a place in the library for musical concerts?

There was a brief discussion of storage needs and the committee didn’t like the idea of off-site storage and were happy to be informed that the building addition had been constructed to accommodate SpaceSaver type shelving.

Along with storage space, IJC has climate issues as well and these will have to be dealt with as well.  Other desired modifications include a practice room for student presentations, more meeting spaces, changes to our instruction room and ways for students to make solid productions.  Baird has begun the process by making a presentation to the building committee and she is getting a bid from the SpaceSaver people for actual costs.

One committee member questioned the possibility of off-site wiring for group study but Lynn explained that students like the study where there is a librarian in attendance for assistance and an off-site study center wouldn’t afford this.

How does Dean Baird see the role of the Library Affairs?  To get the word out to the rest of the campus about what the library has to offer as well as convey concerns so the library can try to meet desired expectations.

At this meeting there is no student serving on the committee.  The lack was discussed and it is hard to make contact (and get a response) from them.  Perhaps the leadership of the student governance could help.

Respectfully submitted,

Assistant Professor Ferenc Cseszko, Chair 2006-2007
