Proposal for a University of Idaho Campus Community Hour

Statement of Purpose:  A community hour is designed to provide a common time, free from academic instruction, to build community at the University of Idaho.

Support to our Strategic Action Plan:
Goal 1: Teaching and Learning


Provide opportunities beyond the classroom for interactions between students, faculty, staff, and outside guests to educate and learn from each other


Emphasize that learning happens both inside and outside classroom walls 
Goal 2: Scholarly and Creative Activity


Encourage focus groups and think tanks to get together and develop initiatives to support interdisciplinary ways of thinking. 
Goal 3: Outreach and Engagement


Invite youth from the local community and involve them in activities that are taking place on campus

Reach out to local, state and national leaders who greatly impact life here

 Bring world-class guest lectures and speakers to engage our community

Goal 4: Organization, Culture and Climate


Improve the University of Idaho as a whole by fostering an open, inclusive, and connected culture and climate

Create an increase in overall institutional pride and spirit

Connect with centers and extensions across the state
Support of our Learning Outcomes:

· Learn and Integrate

· Think and Create

· Communicate

· Clarify purpose and perspective

· Practice citizenship

A Campus Community Hour would support all five Learning Outcomes through the same initiatives that support our Strategic Action Plan (see above).
Additional Uses and Advantages:
· All faculty, staff, student or campus meetings

· Departmental meetings or trainings

· Special events (guest speaker series, award ceremonies, POW/MIA, pep rallies, rare events like inaugurations, etc.)

· Faculty and Staff Professional Development and Learning
· Student life initiatives
Potential Impact
· Overall boost in community at the University of Idaho 

· Lost of a 50 minute lecture time on Monday would be partially mitigated with the addition of a 75 minute lecture on Wednesday and Friday 
