
	Institution Tracking No. 
	FC-09-036  UCC-09-071


Idaho State Board of Education

Academic/Professional-Technical Education

Notice of Intent

To initiate a

New, Expanded, Cooperative, Discontinued, program component or Off-Campus Instructional Program or Instructional/Research Unit

	Institution Submitting Proposal:
	University of Idaho

	Name of College, School, or Division:
	College of Science

	Name of Department(s) or Area(s): 
	Biological Sciences


Indicate if this Notice of Intent (NOI) is for an Academic or Professional Technical Program

	Academic
	X
	Professional - Technical
	


This is a New, Expanded, Cooperative, Contract, or Off-Campus Instructional Program, or Administrative/Research Unit (circle one) leading to:

	Discontinue the Master of Natural Science (Biology)


(Degree or Certificate)

	Proposed Starting Date:
	Summer 2009


	For New Programs:
	
	For Other Activity:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Program (i.e., degree) Title & CIP 2000
	
	
	Program Component (major/minor/option/emphasis)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Off-Campus Activity/Resident Center

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Instructional/Research Unit

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Addition/Expansion

	
	
	
	

	
	
	X
	Discontinuance/consolidation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Contract Program

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Other


Dean’s signature on file

2/6/09
	College Dean  (Institution)
	Date
	
	VP Research & Graduate Studies
	Date

	
	
	
	
	

	Chief Fiscal Officer (Institution)
	Date
	
	State Administrator, SDPTE
	Date

	
	
	
	
	

	Chief Academic Officer (Institution)
	Date
	
	Chief Academic Officer, OSBE
	Date

	
	
	
	
	

	President
	Date
	
	SBOE/OSBE Approval
	Date


Before completing this form, refer to Board Policy Section III.G., Program Approval and Discontinuance.

1.
Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or certificate) or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing program or option). 

This request is to discontinue the Master of Natural Science (MNS) graduate program in the Department of Biological Sciences, University of Idaho. This decision was made through the Academic Program Prioritization process. The Biological Sciences faculty voted unanimously to approve this action (without comment).
2.
Provide a statement of need for program or a program modification.  Include student and state need, demand, and employment potential. Attach a Scope and Sequence, SDPTE Form Attachment B, for professional-technical education requests. (Use additional sheets if necessary.).



N/A
3.
Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, professional societies, licensing boards, etc.).



N/A
4.
Identify similar programs offered within the state of Idaho or in the region by other colleges/universities. If the proposed request is similar to another program, provide a rationale for the duplication. This may not apply to PTE programs if workforce needs within the respective region have been established.


N/A
Enrollment and Graduates (i.e., number of majors or other relevant data) 
By Institution for the Proposed Program

Last three years beginning with the current year and the 2 previous years

	Institution
	Relevant Enrollment Data
	Number of Graduates

	
	Current
	Previous 

Year
	Previous

Year
	Current
	Previous 

Year
	Previous

Year

	BSU
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na

	CSI
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“

	CWI
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“

	EITC
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“

	ISU
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“

	LCSC
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“

	NIC
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“
	“

	UI
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


Degrees offered by school/college or program(s) within disciplinary area under review

	Institution and

Degree name


	Level
	Specializations within the discipline

(to reflect a national perspective)
	Specializations offered within the degree at the institution

	BSU
	MA
	Biology
	

	CSI
	none
	
	

	CWI
	none
	
	

	EITC
	none
	
	

	ISU
	MNS
	Biology
	

	LCSC
	none
	
	

	NIC
	none
	
	

	UI
	MNS
	
	


5.

Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and mission of the institution. (i.e., centrality). 

The request to discontinue the MNS program will eliminate a program that currently has no enrollment and has not had a graduate since 2004. 
6.
Is the proposed program in the 8-year Plan? Indicate below.

	Yes
	
	No
	X



If not on 8-year plan, provide a justification for adding the program. 


N/A
8.
Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.):

	Estimated Fiscal Impact
	
	FY
	
	
	FY
	
	
	FY
	
	
	Total

	A. Expenditures
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Personnel
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Operating
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Capital Outlay
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Facilities 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	B. Source of Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Appropriated-reallocation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Appropriated – New
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Federal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Other:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Nature of Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Recurring *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Non-recurring **
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*
Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base.

**
Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base.
Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form

Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next committee for review.

Committee: College of Science Curriculum Committee
Members:  Mark Nielsen, Associate Dean and Committee Chair

Jim Nagler, Biological Sciences; Dan Edwards, Chemistry; Gundars Rudzitis, Geography; Ken Sprenke, Geological Sciences; Paul Joyce, Mathematics; 
Ruprecht Machleidt, Physics; Tim Johnson, Statistics

Program/Degree:  Biological Sciences/Master of Natural Sciences (M.Nat.Sc.)
Discussion:
The committee met February 3, 2008 to consider discontinuance of this degree.  The audience for this degree is primarily high school science teachers. The degree has been undersubscribed for many years.  There was minimal discussion and no contention.  The College of Science intends, when appropriate, to bring forward a more marketable M.A.T. degree in combined science that would better serve this audience.

Vote:  Committee voted unanimously (7-yes, 0-no).
Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form

Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next committee for review.

Committee: Biological Sciences Curriculum Committee
Program/Degree: Biological Sciences Master of Natural Sciences (MNS)
Discussion: No contention/no discussion. 

Vote: Biological Sciences faculty voted unanimously (13-yes, 0-no).
Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form

Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next committee for review.

Committee:
Graduate Council
Program/Degree:
Master of Natural Science in Biology
Discussion:  NOI was presented by Associate Dean Mark Nielsen.
Council concurred with comments from both the department and College.

No additional questions.

Vote: 
___9__In Favor



___0__Opposed


___1__Abstain

Notice of Intent (NOI) Approval Tracking Form

Committee Chairs please append this document to the relevant NOI and send it forward to the next committee for review.

Committee: University Curriculum Committee  Date: 2/19/09

Present: Richard Battaglia, Jill Dacey (Chair), Gail Eckwright, Walter Hesford, Allen Kitchel, Mark Secrist, Richard Wells, Jeanne Christiansen, Rod Hill, Nancy Krogh, Heidi Anderson, Garrett Holbrook, Joel Zwainz.
Absent: Lauren Fins, Ruprecht Machleidt, Bob Stone, Jean Henscheid.
Others Present:  Debbie Storrs, Margrit Von Braun, Mark Nielsen (substitute for Ruprecht Machleidt), Charles Tibbals, Dwaine Hubbard
Program/Degree: Discontinue degree in Master of Natural Science and associated major in Biology
Discussion:
UCC-09-071  College of Science

Mark Nielsen introduced the proposed Notice of Intent (NOI) from the College of Science to discontinue the degree in Master of Natural Science (M.N.S.) and its associated major of Biology.  Nielsen indicated that this program historically has a low enrollment.  Mark further added that in the future the College of Science hopes to return with a combined science M.A.T. program that will better serve the students.  The committee Approved the proposed NOI 10 to 0, and will forward the proposed NOI to Faculty Council for review.
Vote: 10 Approve, 0 Deny, 0 Abstain
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