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University of Idaho

Faculty Council Minutes

2007-2008 Meeting #13, Tuesday, November 27, 2007

Present: Adams (w/o vote), Baker, Crowley (chair), Fritz, Griff, Guilfoyle, Hubbard, Keim-Campbell, McCollough, McDaniel, Mihelich, Miller, Odom, Rowland, Schmeckpeper, Sullivan, Ch. Williams, Wilson. Liaisons: Stauffer (Boise), Crepeau (Idaho Falls), Newcombe (Coeur d’Alene). 
Absent: McCaffrey, Murphy, Ripplinger, Schmiege, Ci. Williams

Observers: 8

It was moved and seconded (Miller, Wilson) to approve the minutes of November 13th with one typographical correction. The motion carried unanimously.

Chair’s Report: The chair noted that the previous day’s university faculty meeting had been relatively brief, especially given the very lengthy list of agenda items. However, as is all too usual, there was no quorum and that made discussion on these agenda items awkward because no voting could take place. There was no obvious solution, but it was clear that the overall system of faculty governance at the institution was neither maximally efficient nor maximally satisfying.

Jeanne Christiansen had asked him to ask council for a nomination from its membership to serve on a task force of faculty and staff to design and coordinate an integrated system of professional development for the university. There were no immediate takers on this offer and the chair asked members of council to think about the possibility during the next week to see if some Faculty Council member or other appropriate faculty member might be moved to accept this important role. Concerning this proposed task force, the provost noted that this was an area where the university had been delinquent in the recent past and creating this task force was an effort to identify where we needed to focus in professional development.

Concerning another search process, Karen Guilfoyle said that the Faculty Secretary Search Committee was still looking for a few good men and women as nominees and urged that any potential nominees be identified to the committee as soon as possible.

Finally, the chair noted that the open enrollment period for signing up for health insurance benefits would be ending this Friday and if any other council members were like him and not yet have enrolled, they (and he) needed to enroll before then.

Provost’s Report: The provost began his report by announcing the death on Thanksgiving Day, after a long battle with cancer, of Nancy Dunn, former vice president for finance and administration. Her talents will be sorely missed. He also announced that the Yardley Report, or at least its draft form, is now available and noted that Faculty Council will have a chance to discuss it at its next meeting.

FC-08-018: NOI: College of Science, BS in Chemistry (forensics option): Professor Ray von Wandruszka from the Department of Chemistry provided some background on this proposal which came to Faculty Council as a seconded motion from UCC. He said this area was a growing one in terms of employment opportunities and by offering this option the Department of Chemistry would be able to increase its number of majors and help the university increase its overall enrollment.  In response to questions he noted that the “big ticket item” in the proposal was the $70,000 for a gas chromatograph mass spectrometer. This was a one-time expense that he expected could be funded by outside grant money. In the near term the proposed program could get by without a new one as there was already such an instrument in the department which could be devoted on a limited basis to the demands of the new program. The only other significant expense was an ongoing one, $16,000 for an additional TA. An additional TA would be needed in any case if the number of Chemistry majors, no matter what their option, is to grow The subsequent discussion centered around the question as to whether Faculty Council needed to do an in depth discussion of a program’s proposed funding if that discussion had already taken place at UCC. Furthermore, if there was to be an adequate discussion of a program’s finances, is the information demanded by the full proposal going to the Board of Regents sufficient. No resolution was achieved on this issue. The vote to approve the new option in Chemistry carried unanimously.

FC-08-022: Regulation J-3: The motion brought to council, as a seconded motion from UCC was to replace the core cluster requirement by a requirement that students would choose from concise lists of courses fulfilling humanities, social science, international, and capstone requirements. Professor J. Gary Williams, chair of the University Committee on General Education, explained how the committee had responded to last year’s council’s concern that the cluster requirement was too complex and confusing to both students and advisors. The committee had decided to replace the cluster requirement with lists of humanities, social science, and international courses and had issued calls to the various departments for nominations to the list. These nominations had been scrutinized by UCGE and the list of acceptable courses had been codified in the present list. Professor Williams emphasized the fact that this was not a static list and, indeed, there would be another call for nominations going out before the end of this semester.

The ensuing discussion quickly became more general so as to include discussion of other aspects of the core. The concerns raised focused on the lack of flexibility, as perceived by some at least, with the core, particularly for students in curricula made highly structured by accreditation requirements. Suggestions for greater flexibility included making core discovery courses count as one of the three required humanities and social science disciplines, relaxing the international requirement by allowing other ways of meeting it that were not course-specific, or allowing entering students to choose either the State Board core or the UI core as transfer students could now.

After considerable discussion of these issues, it was moved and seconded (Schmeckpeper, McCollough) to amend the proposal by changing J-3-d (4) to allow three courses from the humanities, social science, or international list. The effect would be to make the international course a possibility but not an absolute requirement. The motion to amend failed 3-13-1. The main motion, unamended, carried 16-0-1.

FC-08-024: NOI: College of Graduate Studies: MS in Bioregional Planning and Community Design: Professor Steve Hollenhorst provided background on this seconded motion from UCC, noting that it was one of the three programs to be funded by the president’s renewal initiative. This initiative will be supported by eight colleges and nine departments. It will require an ongoing reallocation from those units to the new program. Because planning is interdisciplinary by its very nature it was very appropriate that the proposed program be as interdisciplinary as possible. The planning envisioned by this program was not top-down and expert-driven. Rather it was based on a collaborative model that was respectful of the uniqueness of the communities where planning was taking place. In response to questions about why such-and-such a discipline was not represented, he noted that those already in the program were very much interested in making it even more inclusive than it already was by adding, e.g., those with legal, anthropological, or biological expertise. The motion to approve this program carried 15-1-1.

Adjournment: It was moved and seconded (Rowland, Miller) to adjourn and return to the discussion of the unfinished portion of the agenda on December 4th. The motion carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Douglas Q. Adams, 

Faculty Secretary and Secretary to Faculty Council

