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University of Idaho

Faculty Council Minutes

2007-2008 Meeting #9, Tuesday, October 23, 2007

Present: Adams (w/o vote), Baker, Crowley (chair), Fritz, Griff, Guilfoyle, Hubbard, Keim-Campbell, McCaffrey, McCollough, McDaniel, Mihelich, Miller, Murphy, Ripplinger, Rush, Schmiege, Sullivan, Ch. Williams, Wilson. Liaisons: Stauffer (Boise), Crepeau (Idaho Falls).

Absent: Rowland, Odom, Ci. Williams; Newcombe (Coeur d’Alene)

Observers: 7

A quorum being present, chair Crowley called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m. in AgSci 104. It was moved and seconded (Miller, Murphy) to accept the minutes as distributed. The motion carried unanimously.

Chair’s Report: The chair spoke of the indefinite postponement of the Sandpoint expansion plans, brought about by the deteriorating condition of the Wild Rose Foundation’s fiscal condition (Coldwater Creek stock, the overwhelmingly major component of the foundation’s resources, has dropped 70% in value over the last few months). He wanted to thank those who had worked so hard on the project and hoped their efforts could be resurrected in some not too distant future.

Along with the other members of the Faculty Council leadership he had met with the NWCCU accreditor the previous week. His understanding was that the visit had gone well for the university and that feedback he had gotten from the accreditor and others suggested a positive outcome.

He distributed a list of nominations needed for positions on the University Promotion Review Committee. Each college has as many members on that committee as they have Faculty Council seats, though, since a certain number of members was randomly selected to be held over from the previous year’s committee (so as to provide the committee with some history), some colleges would not need to find nominations for all of their potential seats. He noted that it was the Faculty Council delegation from the college that was responsible for making nominations (not the college dean) and that those nominations were due to the provost’s office on Halloween (hence, the council decided, the orange color of the nomination form).

The chair returned to the questions, raised last week, of having a forum or special Faculty Council meeting on the topic of the rationale and process lying behind the current array of health insurance choices. The president would like to be present, and could be, if the meeting was next Tuesday, but was not in favor of an open forum on such short notice. After some discussion there seemed to be general consensus (though not universal) that having a Faculty Council meeting on this topic, with the president, Paul Michaud, and Linda Peavey would be a good thing. The Faculty Secretary’s Office will work to find a suitable location for the meeting.

Provost’s Report: The provost seconded the chair’s disappointment that the Sandpoint expansion was on indefinite hold. He thought that the financial and legal people at the university had done a very good job and the silver lining in all this was the “fairly effortless off-ramp.” He would work with the Provost’s Council to see that the momentum built up on the project would be captured and preserved.

He echoed the chair’s opinion about the accreditation visit. The visitors had commended the institution for getting its financial house in order. They still had concerns about assessment (they appreciated the creation of learning outcomes, etc., but now wanted to see the university follow through with a full cycle of data-collection, assessment, and improvements made on the basis of that assessment) and the state board (and their need for better planning and assessment).

FC-08-007: NOI: CNR minor name change: “Timber Harvesting” to “Forest Operations”: Professor Wilson provided brief background on this proposal which came to council as a seconded motion from UCC: adoption of the proposal would have the affect of modernizing the minor’s name. The motion carried unanimously.

FC-08-008: Regulation B-13: Registration in Joint-Listed Courses: For this seconded motion coming from UCC, Mr. Hubbard provided some background: the intent here is to prevent a student who took the undergraduate form of a joint 400-500 listed course from later taking the graduate form for credit. The motion carried with one negative vote.
FC-08-009: Regulation J-9-a: Academic Minor Credit Change: Mr. Hubbard again provided some background for this seconded motion from UCC: it was to bring our regulations into compliance with the Regents’ regulations that mandate that a minor be equal in credits to at least 15% of the overall degree credit requirements. Currently our minimum number of credits for a minor is 18 but that is less than 15% of the 128 credits required for a degree. Fifteen percent of 128 is 19.2 and UCC thought that, with rounding, 19 credits would put us into compliance with the Regents’ intention. In response to a question, he replied that he thought there might be some half a dozen minors at the university that would have to be revised in light of this proposed change. After some discussion it was moved and seconded (Crowley, McCollough) to raise the minimum to 20 credits. The motion to amend carried 9 to 6 with 2 abstentions. The main motion carried 15 to 2.

FC-08-012: Registration Change for Student Athletes: Professor Carl Hunt, the university’s faculty representative to the NCAA, and Ms. Jojo Miller, student athlete on the swim team, presented background information on this fourth motion coming as a seconded motion from UCC. They explained that student athletes were faced with particularly difficult circumstances with regard to taking courses at the institution since they had heavy, and immobile, practice and game commitments, as well as having to meet stringent progress to degree requirements (they need to have completed 40% of their major requirements by the end of the sophomore year, 60% by the end of the junior year, and 80% by the end of their senior year.) Registering for necessary courses could be difficult if, in the regular course of registration, they were able to register only late in the process. This proposal would allow student athletes to register on the first day of registration, whatever their class standing. The approval process began in the President’s Athletic Advisory Committee and been approved by the associate deans’ group and by UCC. All other teams in the WAC, as well as WSU, already had in place similar provisions. The motion carried with one abstention. 

FC-07-050: FSH 3170: University Ethics: The council then turned its attention to a number of items dealing with professional ethics and oversight which had been brought to the previous council last spring in a more preliminary form and had subsequently been reviewed by both Staff Affairs and Faculty Affairs. The concerns of council and of both committees had been incorporated in the current version, which came to council as seconded motions from Faculty Affairs. The changes since last spring to 3170 were mainly ones of clarification and amplification, particularly in spelling out how ethical concerns entrusted to the hotline were handled. The motion carried unanimously.

FC-07-051: FSH 6240: Conflicts of Interest or Commitment: Discussion of the second item centered around the definition of a conflict of interest and the appropriateness of making everyone who did not have a conflict fill out an annual form saying that. More than one person pointed out that the addition of such a form was not in the spirit of paperwork reduction about which we had talked at our last meeting. The argument for doing so would be that the process would be educational and encourage everyone to think about what a possible conflict of interest was. It was moved and seconded (Sullivan, Schmiege) to amend the proposal by making the declaration of having no conflict of interest a check-off on the already existing annual performance evaluation. The motion to amend carried 14-2-1.

Adjournment: The hour once again having grown late, it was moved and seconded (Miller, McDaniel) to adjourn and return to the rest of the items under ethical guidance and oversight on November 6th. The motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Douglas Q. Adams, 

Faculty Secretary and Secretary to Faculty Council

