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Applying to the Admissions Committee
Applicants who do not qualify for admission to the University of Idaho may petition the Admissions Committee.  Such applicants must submit to the Undergraduate Admissions Office an application for admission, the appropriate fee, all required official transcripts and test scores, three signed letters of recommendation, and a signed written statement of the student's objectives.  This information should be received in the Undergraduate Admissions Office by August 1 for fall semester and December 1 for spring semester.  

Students admitted through the Admissions Committee may be granted regular or provisional admission and will be subject to the regulations on academic probation, disqualification, and reinstatement.  The Admissions Committee may assign provisionally admitted students a primary adviser.  These students, while on provisional status, will need this adviser’s approval before registering and when making any changes to their registration.  They may be required to attend pre-academic planning within an office or a program of the University  (see regulation L in part 3).

Freshmen admitted provisionally may change to regular admission status upon satisfactory completion of 14 credits, 12 of which must be in four different categories of the general education requirements (see regulation J-3).  Regular admission status must be attained within three semesters or the student will be dismissed, subject to the Admissions Committee's appeal procedures.

Transfer students admitted provisionally must enroll on probation, meet all conditions imposed by the committee, and complete the first semester with at least a 2.00 grade-point average or they will be dismissed, subject to the Admissions Committee's appeal procedure.



Rationale: BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR PROGRAM.  Currently of the 115 students granted provisional admission by the Admission Committee  approximately 50 could be considered at-risk. (Students are granted provisional admission if they do not meet the admission requirements for the University. These students must complete 14 credits within three semesters, 12 of which are to be completed in four different categories of the general education requirements. If the student meets this stipulation his/her status changes to that of a regularly admitted student. If not, they are disqualified.)   Although the Admissions Committee encourages these students to seek academic services on campus, very few follow-up. Few faculty advisers know the significance of provisional admission and very few have had experience advising at-risk students. These students are frequently given the same advice, schedule and load as the ordinary student.  It is believed that a support program consisting of specialized advising and support services will increase retention and gpa’s.

OUTLINE OF PROGRAM

1. The Admissions Committee will designate particular provisional students as at-risk, on the basis of test scores and transcripts and other criteria.
2. [a. This year these students will be strongly encouraged to participate in the program.] b. Next year, the Admissions Committee will assign the student an adviser, experienced in working with at-risk students. In most cases it will be an adviser from the Academic Advising Center. Some Colleges may choose to designate an adviser for their at-risk students. The student will also have an adviser in the department of his/ her major, but the assigned adviser will be the primary adviser for the student. The primary adviser will be responsible for lifting the registration block, and the student must have the approval of the primary adviser to add or drop a class. (This is similar to the procedures for at-risk students in the Athletic Department.) The Admissions office will send a copy of the student’s high school transcript and other relevant material to the primary adviser.

3. Students will be encouraged to take 12-15 credits their first semester, depending on their profile, strengths/ weaknesses, and degree program requirements. The goal is for each student to experience a successful year- --not to withdraw from credits and to earn a 2.0 or above GPA. Students will be encouraged to enroll in WINGS fall semester and encouraged to enroll in a College Success Strategies course either fall or spring.
4. The primary adviser will communicate with the departmental adviser of the students major regarding curriculum requirements, academic progress etc.
5. The primary adviser will meet regularly with the student to explain provisional status, to set academic goals, to develop an academic success plan, to explore major/career options, and to monitor the student’s progress on a regular basis. The primary adviser will also refer the student to campus services appropriate to the student’s needs such as Financial Aid, the Counseling Center, Student Support Services, and the Career Center.
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