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In 2009 the University of Idaho College of Law will celebrate its centennial.  The College carries out the University’s statewide mission in legal education – a mission prescribed by the University’s Board of Regents and State Board of Education.  We are studying how best to fulfill this responsibility in the College’s “second century.”
Our focus is, and must be, on what is best for the students and the State of Idaho.  Our law students deserve an affordable, high-quality professional education that enables them to graduate with manageable debt, to pursue their ideals, and to compete effectively for jobs wherever career opportunities are available.  Idaho, in turn, needs legal expertise, leadership in business and government, research on law-and-policy issues, and law school outreach to the state’s population centers along with rural communities.  

These student and state interests all demand excellence and accessibility in public legal education.  They will require increased investment in the Treasure Valley – Idaho’s largest center of population, government, and commerce – for the University of Idaho to fulfill its statewide responsibility.  With a metropolitan population now exceeding 500,000, Boise is one of very few cities its size in the United States – and the only such city containing a state capital – that lacks a law school within or near its boundaries.
The College of Law is studying three possible approaches to fulfilling the statewide mission:

· Enlarging the program at Moscow while increasing research and outreach in Boise, and perhaps giving students the option of pursuing their last year in Boise (where externships and a “semester in practice” are already available).

· Relocating most of the instruction to Boise while retaining research and outreach at Moscow, including interdisciplinary ventures such as the “Water of the West” program.
· Phasing in a dual location structure in which the program would continue in Moscow while Boise activities would expand over time into a second location where the law degree could be earned (perhaps with a part-time study option).  Under this approach law teaching, research, and outreach eventually would be conducted by the University of Idaho at both Moscow and Boise.
It is important to emphasize that under each approach, regardless of location(s), the legal education program would be shaped and provided by one law faculty under unified administration in the College of Law as an integral part of the University of Idaho.  
The College is gathering data and undertaking a careful analysis.  Consultants have been engaged.  The legal profession and the judiciary are involved through the College’s Law Advisory Council and through a “Conclave on Idaho Legal Education in the 21st Century” recently cosponsored by the College and the Idaho State Bar.  A document prepared by the faculty for the Conclave is available at the home page of the College of Law website (www.law.uidaho.edu), along with a link for public comment.  We hope to develop a plan by the end of this year, and to seek State Board approval soon thereafter.
This open and thorough planning process is emblematic of a spirit of renewal that characterizes the University of Idaho under the new central leadership team assembled during the past four years.  The outcome of the process should not turn on partisan issues or geographical rivalries.  It should emanate from an objective analysis of the long-term needs of our students and our state.
The University’s statewide mission is a public trust.  We intend to fulfill that trust.
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