March 20, 2007
Provost Doug Baker

University of Idaho
Moscow, ID  83844-3152
Dear Provost Baker:

I strongly support the merger of the food science faculty and programs at Washington State University and the University of Idaho into a single UI-WSU unit, the School of Food Science.   The formation of this bistate unit will be the culmination of a long-term vision of the faculty at both institutions.  
This unique merger opportunity, afforded by the proximity of the two land-grant universities and the strong collaborative relationship between the faculty, will form a single entity that will rank among the ten top food science units nationally in faculty size, student numbers, and research capability.  This merger will build upon the strengths of both institutions in terms of core faculty capability and expertise, educational resources, and research infrastructure and equipment.  Integration of the two individual unit strengths will improve the size and quality of undergraduate and graduate programs and will significantly enhance extramural funding competitiveness of the food science faculty.  Additionally, the integrated bistate unit will better serve the food industries in both states, which are enthusiastically supportive of the proposed unit.
It is a rarity when faculty within an academic department agree unanimously on any issue and is truly significant when faculty of two distinct departments from separate educational institutions wholeheartedly support a common direction.  This innovative proposal to establish a bistate School of Food Science through the merger of the two departments was jointly developed and is unanimously supported by the food science faculty at both Washington State University and the University of Idaho. Importantly, formation of this bistate food science unit is solidly founded on strong existing research collaborations between the two departments and on long-term curricular collaboration in offering their individual undergraduate and graduate academic programs. 

I am requesting that the University of Idaho administration and Faculty Council give this joint UI-WSU academic reorganization their enthusiastic support and approval.  I will be happy to discuss the considerable merits of this proposal and answer any questions that arise.
Sincerely,
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John Hammel

Dean
