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Idaho State Board of Education

Academic/Professional-Technical Education

Notice of Intent

To initiate a

New, Expanded, Cooperative, Discontinued, program component or Off-Campus Instructional Program or Instructional/Research Unit

	Institution Submitting Proposal:
	University of Idaho

	Name of College, School, or Division:
	College of Agricultural and Life Sciences

	Name of Department(s) or Area(s): 
	Agriculture Economics and Rural Sociology


Indicate if this Notice of Intent (NOI) is for an Academic or Professional Technical Program

	Academic
	X
	Professional - Technical
	


A New, Expanded, Cooperative, Contract, or Off-Campus Instructional Program or Administrative/Research Unit (circle one) leading to:

	M.S. Applied Economics  (renamed from M.S. Agricultural Economics) with 3 Emphasis Areas


(Degree or Certificate)

	Proposed Starting Date:
	Summer 2007


	For New Programs:
	
	For Other Activity:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Program (i.e., degree) Title & CIP 2000
	
	X
	Program Component (major/minor/option/emphasis)

	
	
	
	M.S. name change: Agricultural Economics to Applied Economics

	
	
	
	Off-Campus Activity/Resident Center

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Instructional/Research Unit

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Addition/Expansion

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Discontinuance/consolidation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Contract Program

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Other


	College Dean  (Institution)
	Date
	
	VP Research & Graduate Studies
	Date

	
	
	
	
	

	Chief Fiscal Officer (Institution)
	Date
	
	State Administrator, SDPTE
	Date

	
	
	
	
	

	Chief Academic Officer (Institution)
	Date
	
	Chief Academic Officer, OSBE
	Date

	
	
	
	
	

	President
	Date
	
	SBOE/OSBE Approval
	Date


Before completing this form, refer to Board Policy Section III.G. Program Approval and Discontinuance.

1.
Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or certificate) or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing program or option). 

This request is to change the name of the M.S. Agricultural Economics degree to M.S. Applied Economics and add three areas of emphasis.
2.
Provide a statement of need for program or a program modification.  Include student and state need, demand, and employment potential. Attach a Scope and Sequence, SDPTE Form Attachment B, for professional-technical education requests. (Use additional sheets if necessary.).

We have developed an agreement with the School of Economic Sciences at Washington State University to cooperatively teach our M.S. classes.  WSU will teach half the curriculum and UI will teach the other half of the curriculum.  This not only saves us teaching resources, but allows an expanded curriculum offering to students at both universities.  WSU has already changed the name of their M.S. in Agricultural Economics to an M.S. in Applied Economics.  This is a trend in our discipline that reflects the broad nature of the students being attracted to our major and the broader career fields our students are employed in.  These three Emphasis Areas will indicate a specific research context and career market for our students.  

3.
Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, professional societies, licensing boards, etc.).

This request is for a name change only for the M.S. degree.  Curriculum associated with the degree will remain at or above current program standards.  Courses required for an Emphasis Area already exist and are available.
Graduate Degree Program curriculum consists of:
ID AgEc 529 (1 cr): Research Methods
ID AgEc 527 (3 cr):  Mathematics for Economists
ID&WS AgEc 526 (3 cr): Master’s Microeconomics
ID & WS AgEc 525 (3 cr): Master’s Economics
Two courses (6 cr) selected from an Emphasis Area if an emphasis chosen:


Agricultural Economics: 
ID&WS AgEc 534 Production Economics



WS AgEc 536 Economics of Marketing


Natural Resources:  
WS AgEc 531 Economic Analysis of Environmental Policies



WS AgEc 532 Natural Resource Economics and Policy



Agribusiness:
ID AgEc 535 Agribusiness 



WS AgEc 536 Economics of Marketing

Or, two courses from the following for a non-emphasis degree:


WS AgEc 531: Economic Analysis of Environmental Policies

WS AgEc 532: Natural Resource Economics and Policy

ID AgEc 533: International Trade and Policy

ID&WS AgEc 534: Production Economics

AgEc ID 535: Agribusiness

WS AgEc 536: Economics of Marketing
AgEc 500: Master’s Thesis and Research (6 cr) if the Thesis option is selected (vs. Non-Thesis)
Electives (9 cr)
Students may take a non-thesis option M.S. degree.  Under this option a student will take a minimum of 28 credits of course work including departmental course requirements.  In addition, a three-credit paper will be written and presented by the student addressing a topic determined jointly by the student and the student's graduate committee.  This option is available for students not receiving financial support from research funds
4.
Identify similar programs offered within the state of Idaho or in the region by other colleges/universities. If the proposed request is similar to another program, provide a rationale for the duplication. This may not apply to PTE programs if workforce needs within the respective region have been established.
Not applicable.  We are the only program offering an M.S. Agricultural Economics or M.S. Applied Economics.
Enrollment and Graduates (i.e., number of majors or other relevant data) 
By Institution for the Proposed Program

Last three years beginning with the current year and the 2 previous years

	Institution
	Relevant Enrollment Data
	Number of Graduates

	
	Current
	Previous 

Year
	Previous

Year
	Current
	Previous 

Year
	Previous

Year

	BSU
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CSI
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EITC
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ISU
	
	
	
	
	
	

	LCSC
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NIC
	
	
	
	
	
	

	UI
	
	
	
	
	
	


Degrees offered by school/college or program(s) within disciplinary area under review

	Institution and

Degree name


	Level
	Specializations within the discipline

(to reflect a national perspective)
	Specializations offered within the degree at the institution

	BSU
	
	
	

	CSI
	
	
	

	EITC
	
	
	

	ISU
	
	
	

	LCSC
	
	
	

	NIC
	
	
	

	UI
	
	
	


5.

Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and mission of the institution. (i.e., centrality). 

The University of Idaho has been designated the Land Grant University of Idaho.  As such, it has been charged with the education of students in agriculture and natural resources.  As Idaho is more and more recognized for its natural resources and as agribusinesses get larger and more complex, students enrolled in our program are not just production agriculture oriented. 
6.
Is the proposed program in the 8-year Plan? Indicate below.

	Yes
	X
	No
	


The Agricultural Economics M.S. degree is in the 8-year program.  The degree has been active since the 1940’s.

If not on 8-year plan, provide a justification for adding the program. 
8.
Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.):

No new resources will be required and no resources will need to be reallocated.   All courses involved are already being taught.  This is just a change in the name of the program.
	Estimated Fiscal Impact
	
	FY
	
	
	FY
	
	
	FY
	
	
	Total

	A. Expenditures
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	1. Personnel
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	2. Operating
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	3. Capital Outlay
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	4. Facilities 
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	TOTAL:
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0


	B. Source of Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Appropriated-reallocation
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	2. Appropriated – New
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	3. Federal
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	4. Other:
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	Total:
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	B. Nature of Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Recurring *
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	2. Non-recurring **
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	Total:
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0


*
Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base.

**
Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base.
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