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New, Expanded, Cooperative, Discontinued, program component or Off-Campus Instructional Program or Instructional/Research Unit

	Institution Submitting Proposal:
	University of Idaho

	Name of College, School, or Division:
	College of Agricultural and Life Sciences

	Name of Department(s) or Area(s):     
	Plant, Soil and Entomological Sciences


Indicate if this Notice of Intent (NOI) is for an Academic or Professional Technical Program

	Academic
	X
	Professional - Technical
	


A New, Expanded, Cooperative, Contract, or Off-Campus Instructional Program or Administrative/Research Unit (circle one) leading to:

	B. S. Soil Science (B.S.Soil.Sc) to be discontinued to create consolidated departmental degree program


(Degree or Certificate)

	Proposed Starting Date:
	Summer 2007


	For New Programs:
	
	For Other Activity:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Program (i.e., degree) Title & CIP 2000
	
	
	Program Component (major/minor/option/emphasis)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Off-Campus Activity/Resident Center

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Instructional/Research Unit

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Addition/Expansion

	
	
	
	

	
	
	X
	Discontinuance/consolidation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Contract Program

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Other


	College Dean  (Institution)
	Date
	
	VP Research & Graduate Studies
	Date

	
	
	
	
	

	Chief Fiscal Officer (Institution)
	Date
	
	State Administrator, SDPTE
	Date

	
	
	
	
	

	Chief Academic Officer (Institution)
	Date
	
	Chief Academic Officer, OSBE
	Date

	
	
	
	
	

	President
	Date
	
	SBOE/OSBE Approval
	Date


Before completing this form, refer to Board Policy Section III.G. Program Approval and Discontinuance.

1.
Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or certificate) or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing program or option). 

This request is to discontinue the B.S. Soil Science degree program (B.S.Soil.Sc. within the Department of Plant, Soil and Entomological Sciences in the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences at the University of Idaho.  We are also dropping our B.S. Entomology and B.S. Horticultural and Crop Science.  We are simultaneously submitting a plan to establish a consolidated, multidisciplinary departmental B.S. program, tentatively entitled Agroecology, Horticulture and Environmental Quality.

2.
Provide a statement of need for program or a program modification.  Include student and state need, demand, and employment potential. Attach a Scope and Sequence, SDPTE Form Attachment B, for professional-technical education requests. (Use additional sheets if necessary.).

The B.S. Soil Science program is unique in the state, yet has had low enrollments.  Since 1997 
total enrollments have averaged 10 students with 2.4 graduates per year.  Thus, there is limited 
student demand for this program, so impact on students will be limited.  We will continue to offer 
courses required for the degree so that students in the program can complete their degrees.  As 
we continue to develop an integrated, multidisciplinary B.S. program, and we coordinate with the 
college’s distance education program, we will review the curriculum and  some courses will go to 
an alternate year basis.

The situation with low enrollments in soil science and discontinuation of the B.S. Soil Science is 
consistent with a nationwide trend in soil science.  

The state’s need for undergraduate level expertise in soil science will continue to be met by PSES 

offering soil science education in the context of the multidisciplinary B.S. program.

Most recent B.S. graduates in soil science have gone on to graduate school.  There is limited 

demand for B.S. level soil scientists and starting salaries tend to be low.  We anticipate that the 

multidisciplinary degree program will better educate B.S. students for a diversity of higher paying 
job options and it is our intention that the new program will continue to permit them to prepare for 

graduate studies in soil science where demand is greater, e.g. we have 24 graduate students (15 

M.S., including 8 in Environmental Science, and 9 Ph.D., including 2 in Environmental Science) 

advised by faculty in Soil and Land Resources. 

3.
Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, professional societies, licensing boards, etc.).

There are professional licensing or accreditation requirements in soil science.  We will retain all 

required disciplines and courses to ensure future B.S. graduates who specialize in soils are 
qualified to take the soil science society exam and demonstrate professional competence.  By 
educating students in an multidisciplinary B.S. program we anticipate we will attract more 
undergraduate students and better educate them for employment or graduate studies in the 21st 
century.

4.
Identify similar programs offered within the state of Idaho or in the region by other colleges/universities. If the proposed request is similar to another program, provide a rationale for the duplication. This may not apply to PTE programs if workforce needs within the respective region have been established.

       There are no other B.S. Soil Science programs in Idaho.  Within the Pacific Northwest programs 
       exist at  Oregon State University and Washington State University.  However, B.S. soil science 
       programs are being discontinued or redirected to an environmental emphasis at many universities 
       due to low  enrollments.  We do not foresee significant increase in demand for the B.S. Soil 
       Science in the near future.

Enrollment and Graduates (i.e., number of majors or other relevant data) 
By Institution for the Proposed Program

Last three years beginning with the current year and the 2 previous years

	Institution
	Relevant Enrollment Data
	Number of Graduates

	
	Current
	Previous 

Year
	Previous

Year
	Current
	Previous 

Year
	Previous

Year

	BSU
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	CSI
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	EITC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	ISU
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	LCSC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	NIC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	UI
	12
	13
	10
	4
	3
	2


Degrees offered by school/college or program(s) within disciplinary area under review

	Institution and

Degree name


	Level
	Specializations within the discipline

(to reflect a national perspective)
	Specializations offered within the degree at the institution

	BSU
	    N/A
	                   N/A
	                   N/A

	CSI
	    N/A
	                   N/A
	                   N/A

	EITC
	    N/A
	                   N/A
	                   N/A

	ISU
	    N/A
	                   N/A
	                   N/A

	LCSC
	    N/A
	                   N/A
	                   N/A

	NIC
	    N/A
	                   N/A
	                   N/A

	UI
	B.S., M.S., Ph.D.
	Biology, biochemistry, chemistry, classification, development, ecology, fertility, mineralogy, morphology, physics
	Biology, biochemistry, chemistry, classification, development, ecology, fertility, mineralogy, morphology, physics


5.

Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and mission of the institution. (i.e., centrality). 

Soil science is central to UI’s land grant mission in agricultural and environmental sciences.  The 
multidisciplinary degree program that is in development will integrate soil science with agronomic 
and entomological sciences to fulfill this role in the future.

6.
Is the proposed program in the 8-year Plan? Indicate below.

	Yes
	X
	No
	



If not on 8-year plan, provide a justification for adding the program. 
       This is a program discontinuation, with planned consolidation.

7.    Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if 

       necessary.):

No immediate savings will accrue directly from dropping the B.S. Soil Science.  As stated above, 
we must retain all subject areas so graduates can qualify for their professional society exam.  
Some classes may change to an alternate year format as part of the departmental effort to 
develop an integrated undergraduate program.  This new curriculum may also necessitate 

developing novel classes.  Any increase in teaching of new courses will be offset by reductions in 

effort devoted to existing courses.
8.
Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.):

	Estimated Fiscal Impact
	
	FY
	2007
	
	FY
	2008
	
	FY
	2009
	
	Total

	A. Expenditures
	
	          0        
	
	           0
	
	           0
	
	            0

	1. Personnel
	
	          0        
	
	           0
	
	           0
	
	            0

	2. Operating
	
	          0        
	
	           0
	
	           0
	
	            0

	3. Capital Outlay
	
	          0        
	
	           0
	
	           0
	
	            0

	4. Facilities 
	
	          0        
	
	           0
	
	           0
	
	            0

	TOTAL:
	
	          0        
	
	           0
	
	           0
	
	            0


	B. Source of Funds
	
	     N/A
	
	          N/A
	
	         N/A
	
	           N/A

	1. Appropriated-reallocation
	
	     N/A
	
	          N/A
	
	         N/A
	
	           N/A

	2. Appropriated – New
	
	     N/A
	
	          N/A
	
	         N/A
	
	           N/A

	3. Federal
	
	     N/A
	
	          N/A
	
	         N/A
	
	           N/A

	4. Other:
	
	     N/A
	
	          N/A
	
	         N/A
	
	           N/A

	Total:
	
	       0        
	
	           0
	
	           0
	
	            0

	B. Nature of Funds
	
	     N/A
	
	          N/A
	
	         N/A
	
	           N/A

	1. Recurring *
	
	     N/A
	
	          N/A
	
	         N/A
	
	           N/A

	2. Non-recurring **
	
	     N/A
	
	          N/A
	
	         N/A
	
	           N/A

	Total:
	
	          0        
	
	           0
	
	           0
	
	            0



Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base.

**
Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base.
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