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Before completing this form, refer to the "Board Policy Section III.G. Program Approval and Discontinuance.

1. Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or certificate) or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing program or option)

This curriculum is designed to provide students with an understanding of key ecological concepts, applications to fire management issues, tools for assessing and analyzing alternatives to support science-based management, and an understanding of the broad scientific, policy, and social context of fire ecology and management.  This curriculum fits the needs of those seeking to satisfy GS-401 and IFPM requirements. UI has been educating leaders, working with leaders and being leaders in fire ecology and management for more than 30 years. I welcome your comments and questions: pmorgan@uidaho.edu 

Relative to the minor, this is fewer credits and targeted for natural resources professionals who are non-degree seeking. Relative to the graduate certificate, I would say that these are similar, but the target audience is different (one is undergraduate and one is graduate) as reflected in the level of courses required.
At least 3 credits in Fire Ecology

FOR 426 Fire Management and Ecology (3 cr.)

FOR 434 Assessing Fire Effects and Burn Severity (2 cr.)

FOR 530 Fire Regime Condition Class (1 cr.)

Or equivalent

At least 3 credits in Ecology

FOR 330 Forest Ecosystem Processes (3 cr.)

FOR 429 Landscape Ecology (2 cr.)

Rnge 440  Wildland Restoration Ecology (3 cr)

Rnge 459 Rangeland Ecology (3 cr.) 

At least 2 credits in Fuels and Fuels Management

FOR 427 Prescribed Burning Laboratory (2 cr.)

FOR 433 Science-Based Fuels Management Planning (2 cr.) 

FOR 451 Fuels Inventory and Mapping (2 cr.) 

FOR 452 Quantification of Wildland Fire and Fuels Analysis (1 cr.) 

FOR 453Fuels Analysis Techniques (1 cr.) 

Or equivalent

At least 3 credits in Applied Tools and Technology

NR 402 GIS Applications in Natural Resources (1 cr.) 

Geog 385 GIS Primer (3 cr.) 

Geog 475 Geographic Information Systems (1 cr.) 

FOR 472 Remote Sensing of the Environment (3 cr.) 

Geog 301 Meteorology (3 cr.) 

Geog 401 Climatology (3 cr.) 

Or equivalent 

At least 3 credits in Management, Planning, & Policy 

FOR 424 Forest Dynamics and Management (3 cr.) 

FOR 462 Watershed Science and Management (3 cr.) 

FOR 484 Forest Policy and Administration (2 cr.) 

ForP 430 Forest Engineering and Harvesting (3 cr.) 

Rnge 354 Wildland Vegetation Mgmt and Restoration (3 cr.)

Rnge 456 Integrated Rangeland Management (3 cr.) 

CSS 490 Wilderness Management (3 cr.) 

WLF 492 Wildlife Management (4 cr.) 

Or equivalent 

To complete the certificate program in Fire Ecology, Management and Technology, students must earn at least 15 credits from the list above, with at least 9 credits in courses numbered 400 or above, and at least 8 credits in University of Idaho courses. 

2. Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, professional societies, licensing boards, etc.).


There are no organizations that accredit such programs. 

The quality of the program will be maintained by strict entrance requirements for the students (see attached), the reputation and quality of the ongoing program, and by regular assessment of the degree to which a) the program is meeting the needs of the intended audience, and b) incorporating the most recently available concepts, approaches, and technology used by state, regional and national fire ecology and management professionals. 

3. Duplication--Is this request unique to the system?  If not, briefly describe the rationale for the duplication.

The proposed certificate program is currently unique. No such certificate program exists at other universities in the region or the U.S.  However, many Universities offer graduate programs emphasizing Fire Ecology, Management and Technology, including University of Idaho, Colorado State University, University of Montana, University of Washington, Oregon State University, and many others. Some of these institutions are considering instituting a certificate program. 

4. Succinct statement of need for program or program modification.  Include student and state need, demand, and employment potential. Attach a Scope and Sequence, DPTE Form Attachment B, for professional-technical education requests. (Use additional sheets if necessary.).
Natural resource agencies at the federal (BLM, Forest Service, BIA, USDA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service and others) and state levels (Lands, natural resources, fish, wildlife, water, environment), non-governmental organizations, and private companies are facing challenging issues related to Fire Ecology, Management and Technology. Their personnel need to understand current issues and technical solutions.  We anticipate increased enrollment in our classes of up to 20 students per year with the students using the coursework and certification toward their current job requirements and/or toward an undergraduate degree.

This program should complement these programs.  

5. Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and mission of the institution. (i.e., centrality).

The University of Idaho has the sole mission in Idaho to deliver forestry education. Forestry courses and programs are not taught at other 4-year colleges or Universities in Idaho. Fire is central to forestry and natural resource management education, as well as to forestry and natural resource management within the state. 

6. Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.):


No additional resources requested now.  As the program grows, we will need additional resources, as two of the faculty members teaching required courses retired or will retire within the year.  For the first two years, we can accommodate additional students in our existing courses without additional faculty.
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	A.  Source of Funds
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	B.  Nature of Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     1.  Recurring *
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	     2.  Non-recurring**
	
	0
	
	0
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	          Grand Total
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0


* Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base.

** Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base.
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