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Before completing this form, refer to the "Board Policy Section III.G. Program Approval and Discontinuance”.

1.
Briefly describe the nature of the request e.g., is this a new program (degree, program, or certificate) or program component (e.g., new, discontinued, modified, addition to an existing program or option). 

The B.S. in Rangeland Ecology and Management currently is offered with 3 options: Ecology, Management, and Environmental Assessment.  We request the removal of options from this degree.  The 19 currently credits within each option area will be replaced with 19 credits of advisor approved electives in specific emphasis areas called “career tracks”. 

2.
Briefly describe how the institution will ensure the quality of the program (e.g., accreditation, professional societies, licensing boards, etc.).

The Rangeland Ecology and Management degree is managed by a group of 6 faculty and staff members with expertise in this discipline and participation in professional organizations in rangeland management and ecology. The degree requirements are examined every semester and the program is accredited by the Society for Range Management.  Effectiveness of degree requirements are also assessed through exit interviews with graduating seniors and frequent discussions with alumni and employers.

3. Duplication--Is this request unique to the system?  If not, briefly describe the rationale for the duplication.

The U of I is the only Institution in Idaho that offers a degree in Rangeland Ecology and Management.  The proposed changes will allow students to take advantage of existing courses and minors without duplication.
4. Succinct statement of need for program or program modification.  Include student and state need, demand, and employment potential. Attach a Scope and Sequence, DPTE Form Attachment B, for professional-technical education requests. (Use additional sheets if necessary.).

· Nearly half of Idaho is covered by rangelands that require skilled scientists and managers.  The B.S. degree in Rangeland Ecology and Management at the University of Idaho offers students exceptional career opportunities.  More than 85% of students, in the last 15 years, with this B.S. degree have gained employment in rangeland management or advanced to graduate studies within one year of graduation.

· Over the past several years, academic advisors in Rangeland Ecology and Management have liberally accepted substitutions for courses in a list of “restricted electives.”  Advisors have encouraged students to determine their career objectives and use electives to meet these objectives. However, students have been reluctant to request substitutions.  

Recruiting efforts in the Department have led to the development of several “career tracks” to assist students in selection of courses to help them meet career objectives.  These career tracks have become a very effective way to help students grasp the breadth of career opportunities in rangeland ecology and management.  Career tracks are short lists of suggested courses and descriptions of career options in emphasis areas that include: Restoration Ecology, Field Botany, Spatial Ecology, Watershed Science, Wildland Fire Management, Invasive Plant Management, Wildlife Habitat Management, Tribal Land Management, Rangeland Economics, Natural Resource Communication, and Environmental Consulting. (Rangeland career tracks are described on the web at: http://www.cnr.uidaho.edu/range/careertracks.htm)

· With our new career track approach, the lines between options (management, ecology, and assessment) have become blurred and confusing.

· The goals of the requested change to drop options is to attract new students using our career track, empower current students to carefully select electives to meet career objectives, consolidate and simplify degree requirements.

5. Describe how this request is consistent with the State Board of Education's policy or role and mission of the institution. (i.e., centrality).

The update of the Rangeland Ecology and Management degree is consistent with the goal of the State Board of Education “to provide an effective, integrated educational system which serves the needs of all Idahoans.” This degree revision will offer students greater opportunities to complete degree requirements specific to their interests and abilities through greater emphasis on electives. However, an effective program to educate students in rangeland education will be maintained through advisor-approved electives.

6.
Resources--Faculty/Staff/Space Needs/Capital Outlay.  (Use additional sheets if necessary.):

	Estimated Fiscal Impact:
	
	FY
	06
	
	
	FY
	07
	
	
	FY
	08
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A.  Source of Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     1.  Appropriated-reallocation
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     2.  Appropriated-new
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     3.  Federal
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     4.  Other:
	
	
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B.  Nature of Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     1.  Recurring *

	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	     2.  Non-recurring**
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	          Grand Total
	
	0
	
	0
	
	0


* Recurring is defined as ongoing operating budget for the program, which will become of the base.

** Non-recurring is defined as one-time funding in a fiscal year and not part of the base.

Required course work includes the university requirements (see regulation J-3) and:

First and Second Years

Biol 115  Cells and the Evolution of Life (4 cr)

Biol 116  Organisms and Environments (4 cr)

Biol 213  Principles of Biological Structure and Function (4 cr)

Chem 101  Introduction to Chemistry I or Chem 111  Principles of Chemistry I (4 cr)

Chem 275  Carbon Compounds (3 cr)

Comm 101  Fundamentals of Public Speaking (2 cr)

Econ 201, 202  Principles of Economics (6 cr)

For/RRT 235  Society and Natural Resources (3 cr)

Math 143 Pre-calculus Algebra and Analytic Geometry or Math 160 Survey of Calculus or Math 170 Analytic Geometry and Calculus I (3-4 cr)
Rnge 102  Opportunities in Rangeland Ecology and Management (1 cr)

Rnge/WLF/For 221  Natural Resources Ecology (3 cr)

Rnge 251  Principles of Range Resources Management (2 cr)

Soil 205, 206  The Soil Ecosystem and Lab (4 cr)

Stat 251  Principles of Statistics (3 cr)

Third and Fourth Years

Biol 341  Systematic Botany (3 cr)

Engl 317  Technical Writing or Engl 313  Business Writing (3 cr)

For/Rnge/WLF/Fish/RRT/ForP 470  Interdisciplinary Natural Resource Planning (3 cr)

Geog 385  GIS Primer (3 cr)

Rnge 353  Rangeland Plant Identification and Ecology (3 cr)

Rnge 354  Wildland Vegetation Management and Restoration or Rnge 440  Wildland Restoration Ecology (3 cr)

Rnge 357  Rangeland and Riparian Habitat Assessment (3 cr)

Rnge 430  Riparian Ecology and Management or Rnge 435  Wetland Ecology and Management(3 cr)  

Rnge 452  World Biomes: North American Ecosystems or For 429  Landscape Ecology (2 cr)

Rnge 456  Integrated Rangeland Management (3 cr)

Rnge 459  Rangeland Ecology (3 cr)

Soil 454  Soil Development and Classification (3 cr)


































































































Students must also complete 19 credits of advisor approved electives in one or more emphasis areas that include:   Restoration Ecology, Field Botany, Spatial Ecology, Watershed Science, Wildland Fire Management, Invasive Plant Management, Wildlife Habitat Management, Tribal Land Management, Rangeland Economics, Natural Resource Communication, and Environmental Consulting. 

Electives to total 128 credits for the degree
