
Happy Holidays 

From 

Environmental Science 

The Environmental Science 
Program welcomed its new 
Director, Dr. Stephen S. 
Mulkey, to the University of 
Idaho on August 4. He suc-
ceeds Dr. Maxine Dakins, 
who served as Interim Direc-
tor of Environmental Science 
for the past two years. Mulkey 
brings a wealth of administra-
tive service, program develop-
ment and research experience 
to UI. 

Mulkey served as Associate 
Professor of Botany with ten-
ure at the University of Flor-
ida (UF) from 1997-2008 and 
at the University of Missouri 
at St. Louis (UMSL) from 
1993-1997. His administrative 
service included positions as 
Director of Research and Out-
reach/Extension for the 

School of Natural 
Resources and En-
vironment (SNRE) 
at UF from January 
2005 through June 
2007, and director 
of the International 
Center for Tropical 
Ecology at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-
St. Louis.  

Mulkeyôs commit-
ment to interdisci-
plinary program-
ming is evidenced by his lead-
ership on several integrated 
working groups and projects. 
As founder and chair of both 
the People and Land Use 
Strategies (PLUS) Faculty 
Work Group and Climate 
Change Faculty Work Group 
at UF, he led interdisciplinary 

programs for research, out-
reach and faculty development 
in land use and climate 
change, with a focus on miti-
gation and adaptation.  

Dr Mulkey can be reached at 
smulkey@uidaho.edu or (208) 
885-6113.   

Alecia Hoene began working 
for the Environmental Science 
Program in May 2008. Her 
duties include communica-
tions work for both Environ-
mental Science (EnvS) and the 
UI Sustainability Center 
(UISC), and advising of EnvS 

distance education graduate 
students.  
Hoene has a background in 
ecology, environmental educa-
tion, and sustainability. Before  
coming to Environmental 
Science, she worked for two 
years at the UI Sustainability 

Center, first as Project Coordi-
nator, then as Director of the 
program.  
Hoene can be reached at 
hoene@uidaho.edu or (208) 
885-6113.  

EnvS Hires Communications Coordinator/Advisor 
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The Environmental Science 

Program wishes a fond fare-

well to Rosemary Streatfeild, 

who worked as a Proposal 

Writer and Advisor to EnvS 

Distance Education students 

from April 2004 to April 2008. 

Streatfeild is now an active 

volunteer with local non -profit 

environmental organizations.  

Alecia Hoene, 

EnvS Communica-

tions Coordinator 

and distance edu-

cation Advisor  
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Dr. Maxine Dakins, Environ-
mental Science faculty in 
Idaho Falls, has written and 
received an S-STEM grant 
from the National Science 
Foundation to create a Bridge 
Scholarship Program. The 
Bridge program will provide 
$130,000 in scholarships per 
year for four years. Approxi-
mately 60% of funds will be 
awarded to academically tal-
ented, financially needy jun-
iors and seniors in the STEM 
disciplines- (science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math) -  
who show potential for suc-
cess in graduate school. It will 
then create a bridge to gradu-

ate studies by awarding ap-
proximately 40% of funds as 
graduate scholarships primar-
ily to Bridge undergraduate 
scholars. The goal of the pro-
gram is to create a bridge be-
tween undergraduate STEM  
disciplines and the interdisci-
plinary graduate programs of 
Environmental Science, Bioin-
formatics and Computational 
Biology, and Neuroscience. 
Recruitment into the interdis-
ciplinary graduate programs 
will be achieved by giving 
undergraduate Bridge scholars 
priority for support at the 
graduate level, contingent 
upon acceptance into the 

program and identification of 
an appropriate research topic 
and thesis advisor. The combi-
nation of scholarship and 
support services will enable 
students to remain in school, 
complete degrees, and bridge 
to graduate studies. 

Well done Max! 

ñThe Bridge 

program will 

provide 

$130,000 in 

scholarships per 

year for four 

years.ò 

Mark Coleman, Forest   
Resources 

David Tank, Forest Re-
sources 

Alistair Smith, Forest 
Resources 

Beth Newingham, Range-
land Ecology and Manage-
ment 

 
 

College of Letters, Arts and 
Social Sciences 

Leontina Hormel, Sociol-
ogy 

 
College of Science 

Sofie Pasilis, Chemistry 

 

 

Environmental Science is proud 
to welcome its new faculty mem-
bers! 
 
College of Agricultural and Life 
Sciences 

Amber Moore, Soil Science 
 
College of Natural Resources 

Alex Fremier, Fish and 
Wildlife Resources 

New Environmental Science Faculty 

Dr. Matthew Morra  

Dr. Matthew Morra, Professor of Soil Bio-

chemistry, was selected as the Outstanding 

Environmental Science Faculty of 2007-2008. 

Dr. Morra was also the recipient of the Plant, 

Soil and Entomological Sciences Excellence in 

Teaching Award for 2008. He has been active 

in the EnvS program since its inception in 

1993, and has helped to make the program a 

success through teaching and directing re-

search of EnvS undergraduate and graduate  

Outstanding Faculty for 2007-2008 

Maxine Dakins Receives $600,000 NSF Grant 

Maxine 

Dakins, 

EnvS 

Faculty  

Dr. Matthew Morra, EnvS Faculty  

students. Dr. Morraôs areas of specializations 

are heavy metal biogeochemistry, biofumiga-

tion, and pesticides in Costa Rica. Go to 

http://soils.ag.uidaho.edu/mmorra/

about.htm to learn more about his impressive 

body of research. We are very proud to pre-

sent him with the 2007-2008 Outstanding 

Faculty award for his significant contributions.  
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Christopher Shannon 

Justin Shearer 

Fatou Sogoyou-Bekeyi 

Summer Sturhan 

Charles Sweet 

 

Graduate Students 
Cindy Adams 

Kevin Ballou 

Keith Bickford 

Tamsen Binggeli 

Brian Chaffin 

Kristen Eberhart 

Samir Abd El-Fatah 

Trisha Giambra 

Tom Giesen 

Jeffrey Gillan 

Marwa Waseem Halmy 

Levi Inman 

Kate Kucharzyk 

Jowita Laniak 

George Longdin 

Abubakarr Mansaray 

Shaymaa Mohsin 

Anna Moody 

Stephanie Smith 

Irene Shaver 

Geoffrey Stillwell 

Jean Taylor 

Sonny Thornborrow 

Trevor Watson 

Michele Vachon 

John Wallace 

Crystal Woolf 

Sai Yadanaparthi 

Lacey Young 

 

Undergraduate Students 
Carolyn Boyd 

Jillian Boyd 

Jacob Coats 

Melissa Husebye 

Jess Inskeep 

Thomas Irwin 

Blake Kerbs 

Casey Kristofferson 

Stratton Laggis 

Janelle Matt 

David McElroy 

Vincent McHenry 

Danielle Merriman 

Jacob Miller 

Charlie Moore 

Jaime Orr 

Robert Otander 

Alex Owens 

Bradley Pakish 

Paige Reid 

Liz Ribot 

New Students in 2008 

Environmental Science  students have been 
raising the bar!  
 
NASA Fellowship 

Jennifer Jensen 
 
COGS Multicultural Fellowship 

Lubia Cajas Cano 
 
COGS Doctoral Scholarly and  

Creative Activity Fellowship 

Jennifer Jensen 

Libbie  Oram 
 
GPSA Teaching Excellence Award 

Melanie Johnson 

S-STEM Bridge Scholarship 

Lissa Firor 

Rebecca Fritz 

Codie Wilson 

Raechel Bianchetti 

Amber Barenberg 
 
Alumni Award for Excellence 

Lissa Firor 
 
Udall Scholarship 

Lissa Firor 
 
UI Sustainability Center Grant 

Derrick Reeves 

Kudos! Student Fellowships, Awards and 
Scholarships in 2008-09 

Lissa Firor, winner of the prestig-

ious Udall Foundation Scholarship, 

Bridge scholarship, and the Alumni 

Award for Excellence. Firor is also 

Student Programs Coordinator for 

the UI Sustainability Center and 

active in the Stateline Wetland 

Revitalization Project.  

Graduate students Ellen Hamann 

and Arjan Meddens have a good 

time dishing up at the annual EnvS 

Welcome Back BBQ in September.  

Environmental Science is happy to welcome the following students to our program! 
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ñREU quote hereò 

Visiting Undergraduates Gain Valuable Research Experience 

he/she works closely with the faculty and other researchers. The stu-
dents are granted stipends and assisted with housing and travel. The 
program culminates in a presentation of the studentsô research find-
ings. Many REU participants go on to publish their results or present 
their data at conferences. 

Students participating in this yearôs REU had the opportunity to 
explore Idaho when not busy with their research. Led by EnvS gradu-
ate student Paul Charpentier, the group rafted the Lower Salmon 
River, took a jet boat tour of Hells Canyon along the Snake River, 
and collected biological and physical data on two tributaries of the 
St. Maries River.  

For more information about the REU program, go to http://
water.uidaho.edu/REU.htm.  

Last summer, the Environ-
mental Science Program once 
again hosted a group of visit-
ing students participating in 
the Research Experience for 
Undergraduates (REU) pro-
gram funded by the National 
Science Foundation (NSF). 
The University of Idaho REU 
site consists of 10 under-
graduates who work in UI 
research programs for nine 
weeks over the course of the 
summer. Each student is asso-
ciated with a specific research project, where 

REU students analyze macroinver-

tebrates and other biological mate-

rial on a field trip to the St. Maries 

River  

The Sustainable Idaho Initia-
tive (SII) has awarded $15,000 
in funding to faculty and staff 
for four sustainability projects. 
The funded proposals were 
selected from a total of 13 
submissions and will be com-
pleted by summer 2009.  

Tara George and University 
Housing received $7,500 for 
their project ñResidence Hall 
Recycling Program.ò The pro-
gram will educate students in 
all aspects of Single Stream 
Recycling. Plus, University 
Housing and the students will 
share in the projected fiscal 
benefits of the program. Re-
ducing the annual landfill 
costs at University Housing 
will translate into lower rate 
increases for students.  

Another $3,750 was awarded 
to Dr. Nancy Deringer and 
Angela OôConnell for 
ñPlanting the Seeds of 
Change: Nutrition and Sus-
tainability at the UI Chil-
drenôs Center.ò This project 
will develop a locally sourced 
whole foods program at the 
University of Idaho Children's 

Center (UICC) through col-
laboration between UI faculty, 
staff, students, UICC parents, 
local farmers, and local com-
munity organizations.  

Dr. Erik Anderson will head 
up a third project, ñCreating a 
Culture of Sustainability 
through Recycling at the Uni-
versity of Idaho Coeur 
dôAlene Campusò, which re-
ceived $2,250. This project 
will expand the recycling pro-
gram at the Coeur d'Alene 
campus by increasing the types 
of materials being recycled, 
implementing more pre-
scribed recycling processes, 
and outfitting offices and 
common areas with 
recycling bins.  

The final project, 
ñHOPE Garden: 
Moscowôs Accessible 
Community Gar-
denò, received 
$1,500. Matthew 
Wappett and his 
team will construct 
accessible garden 
beds within the Mos-
cow Community 

Garden to allow individuals 
with disabilities and senior 
citizens the opportunity to 
grow their own fruits, vegeta-
bles, and flowers in a commu-
nity setting.  

The Sustainable Idaho Initia-
tive is an interdisciplinary 
group of faculty, staff and 
students that integrate sustain-
ability into academic and op-
erational activities of the Uni-
versity of Idaho.  
Each fall, the Sustainable 
Idaho Initiative releases a 
Request for Proposals (RFP) 
for sustainability projects led 
by UI faculty and staff. Each 
project can receive up to 

$7,500. In addi-
tion, SII hosts a 
ñGreening the 
Curriculumò RFP 
competition in the 
spring for projects 
that create new 
courses or re-
design existing 
courses to infuse 
sustainability 
across the curricu-
lum.  

Sustainable Idaho Initiative Funds Three Projects 

REU students collect data on the 

St. Maries River  


