SUSTAINABLE IDAHO

“GREENING THE CURRICULUM” REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

A goal of the Sustainable Idaho Initiative (SII) is to infuse sustainability across the curriculum at the
University of Idaho. To help achieve this goal, Sustainable Idaho is issuing its 2009 Request for
Proposals to Green the Curriculum.

The Sustainable Idaho Initiative was developed in 2005 by a group of faculty, staff, students and
community members as a strategic initiative to support Ul's commitment to an economically,
environmentally, and socially sustainable future.

Sustainable Idaho is seeking proposals crafting a revised curriculum including environmental,
economic or social sustainability. Proposed single course projects may have budgets up to $2000
and may contain travel to workshops or conferences, support for graduate or undergraduate
students, and up to $1000 summer salary. Integrated proposals that attempt to green a curriculum
across multiple courses or in highly creative ways will be considered for up to $4,000.

Preference will be given to proposals that include the following components:

e Environmental service learning that engages participants from Ul and the
communities in which we operate. Service learning is the process of applying classroom
learning in the real world and can include activities such as habitat restoration,
implementing recycling programs, gardening, and environmental education, to name a few.
Service learning fosters civic stewardship while creating cross-cultural connections and
planning for the long-term sustainability of our campus and community.

o To learn more about possible service learning projects, please contact the CAPP Service-
Learning Center at (208) 885-7183.

e Interdisciplinary (involving more than one college) hands-on collaboration to create
learning communities around sustainability. For example, the Ul Sustainability Center
(UISC) is collaborating with several groups across campus including the CAPP Service-
Learning Center, Facilities, and the College of Natural Resources to plant trees on 25 campus
acres over several years. Participants will evaluate 7-10 sites, then plant native vegetation
and monitor the changing ecology of the sites over the next 10 years. The UISC hopes to
engage campus and community members in creating a long-term learning community
around this project. Other ideas for building learning communities around sustainability are
encouraged, as well.

o Ifyou would like to get involved with our learning community, please contact Darin Saul, Ul
Sustainability Coordinator, at (208) 885-0124 or dsaul@uidaho.edu.

e (Climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies. Climate change is a broad issue
that includes topics such as energy, transportation, greenhouse gas emissions, and food
systems. Contact the Ul Sustainability Center at (208) 885-0124 or uisc@uidaho.edu, or the
Environmental Science Program (208) 885-6113 or envs@uidaho.edu to discuss possible
project ideas.
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o Toview the Ul Greenhouse Gas Inventory, go to
http://www.uisc.uidaho.edu/University Of Idaho Greenhouse Gas Inventory.pdf.

Although proposals with the above components will be given special consideration, all ideas are
welcome!

Tip: You may wish to contact Darin Saul, UI Sustainability Coordinator, to link up with the
Sustainability Center’s ongoing efforts in service learning and waste minimization. Darin can be
reached at (208) 885-0124 or dsaul@uidaho.edu.

ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS

e Applicant(s) must be Ul faculty and/or staff

e Project must be completed by June 30, 2010

e Partnerships with students and/or community members are allowed, but faculty and/or
staff must play the central role in project design, execution and reporting

PROPOSAL SECTIONS

The proposal must be single-spaced, in 12-point font, with one-inch margins, and consist of:

Cover page: Include course number and name; semester when new or re-designed course(s)
will be taught for the first time; name of PI(s) with one as primary contact; unit/department
names of all PIs; mailing address, telephone, fax number and email address of primary contact.

Project Description (maximum of 2 pages): Describe the course(s) to be designed or re-
designed including how it will incorporate environmental service learning as a key course
component. Describe how the course(s) will allow students to apply classroom learning in the
real world. Also include the plan for course delivery, including how often course(s) will be
delivered and anticipated course size.

Budget: Identify anticipated project expenses including salaries, conference or workshop expenses,
and travel if applicable.

Attachments (optional): such as proposed course syllabus, assignments or other course
materials

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Proposals will be evaluated by a sub-committee of the SII Steering Committee, and selected for their
relevance to the following goal of SII:

e Transform the academic environment to educate students, faculty, staff and community
members to understand, practice and teach sustainable behaviors in their lives and careers;

Proposals will also be judged on the degree to which projects:
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¢ Increase knowledge regarding sustainability and awareness of sustainability practices at Ul
and in the communities we serve;

e Promote collaboration and team-building across disciplines and the integration of
curriculum and campus operations;

e Foster university engagement with the broader community/region

e Support the UI's strategic plan and strategic themes. Proposals that include
experiential /transformational learning are strongly encouraged.

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION

Proposals can be submitted electronically or as hard copy to Alecia Hoene in Environmental Science
(hoene@uidaho.edu) by Monday, April 6, 2009 at 5:00 pm PDT. Late submissions will not be
accepted. Awards will be announced by Friday, May 1, 2009.

The cover page template and budget template are attached as appendices to this RFP.

Project Administration

Applicants are responsible for measuring and assessing project success. Documentation of progress
needs to be submitted to the SII Steering Committee Sub-Committee by December 18, 2009. A final
report documenting course completion and providing supporting documents such as a course
syllabus along with budget reconciliation is required by the end of spring semester 2010.

Project PI's must:

e Submit signed grant agreement within 2 weeks of receipt of award notice.

e  Work with Ul and SII to facilitate media coverage in ways that highlight sustainability
projects and participants.

e Complete project objectives outlined in grant agreement during stated project period.

Award Administration

Grant payments will be distributed to the PI's financial unit.

QUESTIONS? Contact the Environmental Science Program by phone at 5-6113 or by email at
hoene@uidaho.edu.
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COVER SHEET
SUSTAINABLE IDAHO “GREENING THE CURRICULUM” PROPOSAL

Date submitted:

Course Number(s) and Name(s):

Semester New or Redesigned course(s) will be taught:
PI(s) along with departmental affiliation:

Name and Contact Information of Primary Contact:

Name(s) and email addresses of additional team member(s) (use second sheet if needed):

Amount Requested:

Signature of PI(s)

Signature of Chair(s) or Supervisor(s)




BUDGET TEMPLATE

Use the following categories. Expand as needed. Be sure to accompany with a narrative budget
justification.

Requested
Funds

1. Personnel

name

name

name

Total Salaries 0

2. Fringe Benefits
name
name
name

Total Fringe 0

3. Conference/Workshop Expenses
item
item

Total Operating Expenses 0

4. Travel
trip description
trip description

Total Travel 0

Total Budget Request 0




BUDGET JUSTIFICATION

Please describe how grant funds will be utilized. Each item for which funds are requested should be
explained in terms of its necessity and relationship to the proposed work.



